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THE SPIRE 

Hello from First Congregational Church 
 
 

In person services are back and will continue through the summer! 

Every Sunday: 10am Family Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

First and Third Sunday of each month: 8am Communion Service in the 

Sanctuary 

Ashlar Service: Pastor Kathy and our Senior Deacons, Holly Francke and 

Greg Whitehouse are in conversation with Carl Anderson about resuming 

The worship services at Ashlar. As soon as decisions are made, we will 

share the information with you! 

 

 

 

Open and Affirming 

The kick-off event for the Open and Affirming process was a huge success! We had an amazing 

turn-out, so much so that we had to order pizzas to provide lunch for everyone!   The documentary 

that we watched is called "Fish Out of Water".  If anyone was unable to make it we have a hard copy 

DVD and a link, so please let me know if you are interested. 

 

The committee is meeting again soon to plan the next 2 events, and we had several people sign up 

to help out.  It is very exciting to see the support and enthusiasm for this movement.   The purpose of 

this process is to help members identify if there are concerns and address them.  All opinions and 

thoughts will be addressed through group education, individual interviews and completing the ONA 

Workbook to make sure all are included. 

Please keep an eye out for promotions for our upcoming events.  If you are interested in 

participating, or just have questions please reach out to me at cheleot@yahoo.com or 203-228-7461. 

mailto:cheleot@yahoo.com


 
 

 

 
 
 

Now Hear This… 
 

With much gratitude for your generosity in the past, the First Congregational Church Council is 
declaring an embargo on any further donations of rummage sale or fair items at this time. Many in 

the church are working hard to clear out classrooms, hallways, and storage areas to make our 
church facility usable and safe for a variety of activities, and we cannot accept or store donations. 

Please do not drop off any donations at the church at this time and for the foreseeable future. 
 

Please rest assured that we will continue the ministry that the rummage sale provides to those in our 
community. However, please hold on to any household items that you wish to donate until there is 
an announcement that the church is collecting for the rummage sale, which will likely be in the late 

spring of 2022. Alternatively, please offer your donations to groups such as Master’s Manna (428 S. 
Cherry Street, Wallingford, 203-678-3042) or Goodwill Wallingford (1145 N. Colony Road, 203-265-

4211). 
 

Again, we appreciate your intentions, generosity and understanding that First Congregational 
Church does not have the storage capacity at this time. 

 
Thank you, 

Church Council 

Book Club 

 

When: Tuesday November 23rd at 7 PM 

Where: The Guild Room. 

 

This month’s book is “Skipping Christmas “ by 

John Grisham. 

Please join us! This book conveys the spirit of 

Christmas in a fun and heartfelt way. 

This will be a hybrid meeting. For zoom info 

please email cathyknight123@gmail.com 

 

Please join us for an  
All Church Re-Gathering DINNER! 

When: Saturday, November 6, 2021 

Where: First Congregational Church Hall  

Cheese & Crackers 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner  7:00 p.m. 

 
Penne, Eggplant Parmesan, Chicken 

Parmesan, Salad & Bread                         

Music, Dancing & Dessert  

$23.00 per adult;  $18.00 children & seniors;  
$180.00 table cost for a round table of 10 

 

Tickets available after church or in the church 
office  

 

We hope to see you there for some laughter & 
fellowship! 

 

 

mailto:cathyknight123@gmail.com


 
 

  
Community and World Services & Vision and Mission Implementation 

Committees 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 

 
When: Saturday, November 20 

 9am-11:00am.  
 

Where: 23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 

 

We are looking for any type of Thanksgiving meal supplies to help families during these difficult 
times. Donations will be going to the Meriden/Wallingford Department of Children and Families. 

Please pick up an Angel from our tree for our toy drive on December 18. This will be a drive through 
drop off, please enter from S. Main Street. 

 

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering. Please contact Karen Janus at 203-265-
5882 or kjanus01@snet.net 

 

Join Us for a Hanging of the Greens Breakfast! 

Saturday, November 27, 2021 at 9 AM 

Christmas is a special time of year to celebrate family and the birth of Christ. With this in mind, you 

are invited to join us as we prepare the sanctuary for the Advent season.  

We will hang wreaths, put up the garland and decorate the Christmas tree after enjoying a 

fellowship breakfast in Congregational Hall starting at 9 AM. Helpers of all ages are welcome! 

A free will offering will be taken to offset the costs of the breakfast.  

Come home for Christmas! Join us for this morning of fellowship with your church family!  

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 



 
 

  

Helping Hands 
 

Can you lend a hand to help families dealing with medical issues or other challenges in these 
difficult times? If this question is speaking to YOU, you can help in one of two ways: 

 

Join our list of folks willing to cook a meal for them, 
 

Or 
 

Offer names of church members who could use our help. 
 

 We'd love to hear from you. The need is now! 
 

Thank you for volunteering to be a part of this home ministry! 
 

Questions or looking to help? 
 

Contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517 or louisezem@aol.com 

or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809 or berniceja0907@gmail.com 

Community and World Service 
Angel Tree 

 
When: December 18, 9am-11am 

Where: 23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 
 

Community and World Services will be sponsoring the annual Angel Tree for The Department of 
Children & Families. 

 

Thank you to all who picked up a card from our tree, we look forward to delivering all of those 
donated gifts! 

 

This will be a drive through drop off, please enter from the S. Main Street entrance next to the 
Meeting House.  Please attach the card to your unwrapped gift. 

 

If you have any questions, Please contact Karen Janus at 203-265-5882 or kjanus01@snet.net 



 
 

  

A Message from the Flower Committee 

• Altar Flowers:  The traditional altar flower sign-up calendar has returned to the Narthex, and, 

thanks to everyone’s wonderful support, the only openings left on the 2021 calendar are for late 

December! Watch for the 2022 calendar in early December. If you are interested in sponsoring 

flowers for the altar in late December or have specific Sundays in mind for 2022, please sign up in 

the Narthex, call the church office, or email Lori at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com 

  

• Flower Fund Donations:  Donations to the Flower Fund are always appreciated! Such donations 

help with paying for altar flowers when specific sponsors are not available, for flowers offered 

during baptisms, for mowing the grass around the church, and for the purchase of various floral 

decorations at the holidays. Thank you for considering such a donation. 
 

• Christmas Wreath Sale:   Although there is no 2021 Christmas Fair, the Flower Committee will 

be proceeding with its annual Christmas Wreath sale to spread some holiday spirit and to raise 

funds for the church. Please see the order form in this Spire. Order forms will also be distributed 

during the services, via Constant Contact, and on Facebook. Wreaths will need to be ordered by 

November 24th and will be available for pick up on December 3rd in the late afternoon and evening. 
 

• Poinsettia for the Sanctuary: With optimism, we look forward to being able to celebrate 

Christmas services in the sanctuary this year. The Flower Committee is returning to its annual sale 

of memorial and honorary poinsettia to be placed in the sanctuary for services on December 19th.  

You can find the order form in this Spire, and it will also be distributed via Constant Contact 

emails, and on Facebook. Orders must be received by December 5th.  
 

Questions?  Please contact Lori at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or call the church office. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A Prayer Shawl Story 

In January 2019, we sent prayers shawls to friends of 

a church member who live in California. He was to 

undergo a double transplant and his fiancé was by his 

side throughout. They wrote that the shawls were a 

powerful comfort to them both. After some ups and 

downs, he is now doing well. She has just lost her 

mother and she reports that she spent the last month 

of her mother’s life wrapped and comforted in that 

shawl. The power of the blessings of a prayer shawl 

are felt over and over. 

 

Prayer Shawls are available to be given to members, 

relatives, friends, colleagues, anyone who can benefit 

from the blessings. Please contact one of the 

deacons, Rev. Kathy or Kathy Janis to request a 

shawl. KathrynMJanis@gmail.com or 203-376-

1173. 

 

Youth Group Helpers 

If you have a project around the house that 

you need help with, consider having some of 

our church’s youths help out! 

Whether it’s a burned-out lightbulb or help 

cleaning up the sticks in your yard after the 

storm, we’re here to help! 

If you have a project or questions, please 

contact Leslie Spiars at 203-600-8043 

mailto:lorifolkbarron@gmail.com
mailto:lorifolkbarron@gmail.com
mailto:KahtrynMJanis@gmail.com


 
 

  

November 2021 

Our Mission:  We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, 
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community and the world 
including poverty, isolation, and exclusion. 

Guided by the teachings and compassion of Christ, our Vision and Mission Implementation Team 
has been actively working to bring our Mission to life within our church and community by facilitating 
collaboration both within and without the Church.  

● Many thanks to all who gave so generously to the SCOW clothing drive on October 17, 2021! As 
you may know, this clothing drive was to benefit Ecuadoran immigrant families who have arrived 
in our community, are in need, and have reached out to the Spanish Community of Wallingford 
(SCOW) for assistance. With your support, we gathered three SUV-loads of gently-used and 
new clothing to provide to these families. Daisy Lopez, Program Coordinator at SCOW, was so 
appreciative of our involvement and support. Clothing was to be distributed to families beginning 
the week of October 18.  
 

● This collaboration with SCOW is a prime example of the partnerships we are striving to form 
with community organizations whose missions reflect and resonate with our own. In forming 
these partnerships, we will educate ourselves about the good works of other Wallingford 
nonprofit organizations, spread the word about First Congregational Church’s dedication to our 
Mission guided by Christ, and seek ways to establish mutually supportive relationships that 
strengthen our community connections.  If you are involved with a nonprofit organization and 
would like to work on a collaborative project with First Congregational Church, please contact 
the Vision and Mission Team.  

 

 

 

● Although we have not published as much about this initiative, the Vision and Mission Team is 
committed to enhancing communication within our church and to the community beyond. We 
have attempted to enhance communication via emails to the membership, posting on social 
media websites, and continuing traditional mailing. This is a daunting task because church 
communications always seem to inadvertently miss someone. There are also many more 
improvements to be made. Please help us by letting us know if you or anyone you know is not 
receiving communications from the church by any of the above methods. Also, if your address or 
email contact information changes, please update the church office as soon as possible. We 
want to make sure you have all the information you need, but we cannot ensure that if we do not 
hear from you! 
 

● Please be sure to check out the Open and Affirming message in the Spire. The turnout for the 
first event was wonderful, and we look forward to the next opportunity to meet with you all 
around these important discussions in the life of our church.  

Have any questions? Want to be a part of the Vision & Mission Implementation Team or help with 
certain projects? Contact the Vision & Mission Implementation Team at: fcc-wallingford-
implementation-team@googlegroups.com  

 



 
 

  
Message from the Moderators 

In this issue of the Spire, much attention will be given to the upcoming Regathering events planned 

that will begin on November 6th and run through December 10th. The events were suggested by 

Steve and Pam Perkowski, and were immediately and enthusiastically endorsed by Church Council. 

Happy preparations are being made as you read this note. 

There is an event for every segment of our varied membership, and the theme is, of course, to bring 

us all together in fellowship. These are not spiritual; although, of course, God will be with us, as God 

always is, as we celebrate both the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. They are meant to be 

opportunities for all of us to meet in friendship and enjoy each other’s company. 

These events are also meant to give to those who have not yet returned to regular worship an 

informal opportunity to reengage with church. It was thought that stepping into the Sanctuary after 

such a long absence might feel awkward. These events are to be anything but; just a relaxing way to 

come home to the church family that has been awaiting their return. 

So this is a special invitation. Please join us for some special Regathering events this holiday season. 

We are anxious to share the warmth of the season with you. 

You have been missed. Welcome home! 

Minister of Music’s Message 
 

The projected Silk ’n Sound concert will have taken place on Oct. 22, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
It has been a pleasure working with these women in preparing for the event.  They are a friendly, 

talented group to which two of our own choir members belong—Debbie Clark and Holly Francke. A 
lot of care and effort has gone into getting ready for the event.  I look forward to the performance and 
meeting the group afterwards in Congregation Hall where Louise Zemina will work her magic. Thank 

you to all the participants and all who helped in producing this event. 
 

November for musicians is preparing for Advent and Christmas. 
 

November 21 is Thanksgiving Sunday.  There will be some special music on this Sunday to bring us 
together in Thankful Gratitude. 

 
December 19 is the fourth Sunday in Advent. My plan is to feature handbells of all sorts and chimes 

and involve children and their families.  My hope is that children will be vaccinated by then so that 
families who have been reluctant to participate will feel more confident about it. I will be contacting 

families personally when our plans are more definite. 
 

The Christmas Eve services are still in the planning process as we watch the case numbers in 

Connecticut and the plans for vaccinations.  It is my hope that we can be together to worship as a 

church family. I am planning a family service for Dec. 24, 2021 with, I hope, the involvement of our 

children and youth. 



 
 

  

Message from the Minister 

It is once again the season of gratitude. A time of year to pause and reflect upon all there is to be thankful 

for in our lives. There are always common things that may immediately come to mind, and they are all 

worthy of our thanks. However, this year, after nineteen months of our pandemic experience, I want to 

reflect about the particular blessing of relationships. 

If this “pandemic season” has taught us anything, it has taught us about the importance of relationships 

in our lives. And in this time, we have had to learn new lessons about how to have them, maintain them, 

and celebrate them while also being at a distance. It hasn’t been easy. 

We have discovered that though various forms of technology have helped to keep at least some of us 

connected, and thank God for that, we have also learned that there is nothing like face-to-face 

connections for being able to understand tone of voice, body language, and simply enjoy one another’s 

company. These may have been things we took for granted in the past. 

Of course, all of this has been coming to light amidst a global health crisis that has meant that being in 

the same space with one another could kill someone! A very strange time, indeed.  

So, let’s ask…what have we potentially learned about relationships, even as the pandemic continues on? 

We have learned that the relationships we are able to nurture help us to not feel alone, especially in times 

of crisis and challenge. We have learned that although the whole world is turning digital and meeting 

“online,” there is still a place for meeting in person, and perhaps that is something the church has to offer 

in our time. (Of course, continuing to mind the safety of others in this pandemic.) 

 

 

 

We have also perhaps learned or need to learn our own roles in participating in relationships. It is always 

a two-way street. We need to be willing to be just as actively pursuing the connections of relationship as 

much as we might expect that from others in our circle of family and friends. We have a responsibility for 

the whole that comprises positive and healthy relationship.  

In this season of giving thanks, let us give thanks for those who support and care for us. And let us give 

thanks for the opportunity to be the ones offering care and support, as well. The period of forced 

separation can be viewed as a negative, but it can also be viewed as a positive because of what it has 

revealed. It can provide us with the impetus to really reflect on what is truly essential and how we may 

want to take a more active role in creating and maintaining good and loving relationships for the good of 

all.  

Spend some time this month expressing your appreciation to those in your life by letting them know how 

important they are to you, both in word and in deed. Appreciation born of gratitude goes a long way. May 

your relationships be blessed.  

With gratitude, 

Pastor Kathy 

 



 
 

  

 

First Congregational Church of Wallingford 

Important Upcoming Events 

You "Caught the Spirit" in September!  
Let's "Regather, Come Home, and Keep the Spirit Afire"  

with this Cornucopia of Fellowship Events this fall and holiday season!" 
 

• November 6, 2021  – All Church Regathering Dinner in Congregational Hall  
o We’ll have dinner, music (thanks to a special DJ) and dancing. Watch for ticket information and more details 

coming soon. 
 

• November 7, 2021 – Regather for A Pastries and Coffee Hour  
o Regather after the All Saints Day service for pastries and coffee. Come visit with us, see the newly renovated 

Congregational Hall, hear about the ministries and projects going on in the church, and sign up for events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• November 20, 2021 -  Thanksgiving Food Drive/Collection  
o Gather your Thanksgiving food donations for local families. This will be a drive through/drop off event in the 

morning behind the Meetinghouse. Stay tuned for more details. 
 

• November 20, 2021 - Game Night for all ages!  
o Bring your family (however you define it!) and have some fun sharing a meal (probably pizza and snacks) and 

enjoying some laughs together as we pull out our favorite board games. Likely start time will be 5:30 PM.  
 

• November 27, 2021 - Church Breakfast and Holiday Decorating  
o At 9AM, join us for breakfast, Hanging of the Greens and decorating the Christmas tree. An all church event to 

ready the sanctuary for the Advent season.  
 

• December 10, 2021 - Wine Night  
o Join us for this adult event to celebrate fellowship and the holidays at a Wallingford locale to be determined. Stay 

tuned for details!  
 

Questions about any of these events? Call the church office at 203-265-1691. 
 

As per current state and federal guidelines, we strongly recommend that anyone within the church 
buildings for these events wear a mask. 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2021 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA FORM 

  

We are excited that once again you will have the opportunity to purchase poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary this Christmas season! The Flower Committee is offering poinsettias for $10 per six inch 

pot. Plants may be purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones. The poinsettias will be dedicated 
on Sunday, December 19th.  You may purchase the plants to take home with you following the 

Christmas Eve services or to be donated to the Christmas Community Dinner attendees. 
 

Please complete this form and return it with payment to the church office (23 S. Main Street, 
Wallingford 06492) or put it in the offering plate. Orders are due by December 5th. 

Questions? Contact Lori Barron at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or 203-314-9885. 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 

The Flower Committee 

 
 
 
 
֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎ 
 
Number of poinsettias desired: ____________ 
Amount enclosed (@ $10 each): ____________   
(Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church with “Poinsettias” in the memo line.)  

   
I will pick up my plant(s) after the Christmas Eve Services__________ 
Please give my plants(s) to attendees of the Community Dinner _______   
  
The wording in the bulletin should read: 
In Memory of ______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name __________________________________________________ 
Phone number _________________________ 
  

 ֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎ 
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ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS WREATHS NOW! 

 

The Flower Committee is selling Christmas wreaths to make your holiday season more festive and to raise 

some funds for the church. The wreaths are available by preorder only. 

 

Wreaths are $20, made of balsam fir, 22” in diameter and adorned with a homemade bow.  Bows are available 

in a variety of patterns shown below. Wreaths will be available for pickup at the back entrance of the church 

on 12/3/2021 from 4 PM to 7 PM. If needed, special arrangements can be made for delivery; please include 

your address below. 

 

To place an order, please fill out the form below and return it with payment to the church office  

(23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 06492) or in the offering plate.  

Questions, please call Lori at 203-314-9885 or email at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com. 

 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Wreath Order Form 

 

Name:        Phone Number:       

 

• I would like to order:  _______ wreath(s) @ $20 each = $___________ Total 

(Checks should be made payable to First Congregational Church with “Wreath order” in the memo line.) 

 

• Ribbon Preference: 

_____ a – Red Velvet (no picture)     _____ b – Red With Glitter    

  ____ c – Gold       _____ d - Red/White Stripe  

 _____ e – Red/White Narrow Stripe      _____ f – Red/Gold Plaid  

_____ g – Red/Green Plaid      _____ h – Holly & Holly Berries  

_____ i – Blue & Silver Snowflakes     _____ j – Cardinals                 

_____ k – Snowmen  

      
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Values, Mission, and Vision 

United in Christ we: 

• Uplift Individuals 

• Celebrate Shared Humanity 

• Cultivate and Share a Community of Faith Among All Ages 

• Pledge our Mutual Love and Support 

• Walk Together in Service 

Our Vision: 

Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the foundation of our love for 

one another and service to the world around us. 

We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through the exploration of Jesus 

Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those teachings commit us to uplift each individual and 

celebrate our shared humanity. 

Our Mission: 

We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, thereby empowering us to 

confront issues that impact our community and the world including poverty, isolation, and exclusion. 

We commit to developing nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and inspired to meaningful 

participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate 

ourselves to making a positive impact on the lives of people in our community and beyond. 

 

First Church Worship  
and Study 

The Spire is published 
monthly except summer 
by  
The First Congregational 
Church of Wallingford, CT. 
The deadline for Spire 
articles is the 15th of each 
month, September 
through June. 
 
Email the church office at 
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net. 
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