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The Season of Lent at First Church – Walking the Journey –  

“Good Enough” in a World of Imperfection 

Sunday, March 6 – The First Sunday in Lent – “Ordinary lives can be holy” 

Luke 4:1-13 | Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

We find ourselves hungry for many things that we believe will bring us satisfaction. The devil lays a bet 

that Jesus will jump at the chance for glory, fame, and the quick fix. Who wouldn’t? But Jesus keeps up 

the pithy one-liners long enough that the Tempster just slinks away. What are the temptations that catch 

your ear, singing out promises that your life should be more special than it is? What if ordinary life is 

already holy–as is? 
 

Sunday, March 13 – The Second Sunday in Lent – “So much is out of our control” 

Luke 13:31-35 | Psalm 27 

Even Jesus got darn frustrated when folks didn’t behave as he would have liked. We probably aren’t 

receiving death threats from Herod as Jesus was, but our wellbeing could be threatened by the idea that 

if we just try hard enough, are nice enough, say just the right thing, life will always go our way. We run 

around in so many directions, trying to herd the chicks into some imagined semblance of perfect 

formation (have you ever tried to herd chicks?). What if we could let go of needing all things and all 

people to be “just so” and instead learn to dance with the unfolding of that which is not ours to control? 
 

Sunday, March 20 – The Third Sunday in Lent – “Lots of things can be medicine” 

Luke 13:1-9 | Isaiah 55:1-9 

Oh, the shame of the unproductive fig tree. Cut it down! Make room for a more dedicated and hard-

working fig tree! Who among us is living up to our fullest potential? The productivity experts these days 

can diagnose what’s wrong and sell us the antidote in 3 amazing sessions for a low-low price that is 

guaranteed to turn our lives around. But the gardener offers an alternative medicine–nurture it slowly, 

letting it soak in the manure all around until it can get the good stuff out of it. Lying fallow and getting 

fertilized with laughter and tears at the crappy stuff of life can help heal what ails us and that is sometimes 

productive enough.  
 

Sunday, March 27 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent – “We often believe we are the problem” 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 | Psalm 32 

The Prodigal Son lives high on the hog and then famine strikes in the land of his dream vacation. And 

so, he heads home, tail between his legs, expecting that he has lost it all. To his surprise, his extravagant 

failure is met with extravagant love and grace. We can be pretty hard on ourselves when things don’t go 

as planned. Guilt, shame, and the fear of being seen as a failure can leave us wallowing in the pig pen. 

Our delusions of a perfectible life keep us disappointed in ourselves. Truth is, life is a big ole risk every 

single day and facing whatever each day holds is not only good enough, but worthy of love and grace. 
 

 



 

Sunday, April 3 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent – “We are fragile” 

John 12:1-8 | Isaiah 43:16-21 

Jesus speaks the words no one wanted to admit: he was not always going to be around. “Oh, don’t say 

that,” so many of us have said to a loved one who speaks the truth about the fragility of life. Perhaps 

we get uncomfortable because it reveals the precious nature of the present moment, laying bare the 

beauty and horror of it all. The indescribable pain we know we will one day face invades our senses like 

a pervasive perfume, inescapable. What if we stopped denying the limited nature of our lives and 

breathed in deeply the fragrance of vulnerability? 

 

A Message from Pastor Kathy 
 
Greetings to all as we enter into the season of Lent for 2022. These are certainly interesting times! We pray that 

with warmer weather ahead and more people getting vaccinated, we will hopefully be able to enjoy some return 

to beloved gatherings and the things we appreciate in our life together. We also acknowledge that for some, 

Covid is still a great risk. Because of all of this and with the recent events in Ukraine that have a global impact, 

there couldn’t be a better time to join together with support and care for times of spiritual renewal. 

 

We have asked during discernment and exploration in recent years, “What is the church for? What is its purpose 

and is it still relevant in our times?” 

 

One of our answers is that the church has a role in offering spiritual nurture in ways that are different from any 

other organization or gathered body. As followers of Christ, our starting point is with Jesus as the Head of the 

church, however, there are a great variety of Christian expressions and certainly many do not agree. 

 

Here, we want to be a place of openness, welcome, and inclusivity as well as a place of mutual care. So, during 

this Lenten season, please consider gathering with me and with other sojourners walking this journey of faith as 

we worship with one another and take a bit of intentional time in the presence of God for spiritual nurture, 

learning from one another, and refreshment and renewal during these very challenging times. I would love to 

have you be a part of our experience together. 
 

Tuesday Evening Taizé Worship with Lenten Spiritual Devotion and Conversation 

 

We invite you to join us in person in the sanctuary, safely distanced, for our tradition of Taizé worship during 

the season of Lent. We will gather on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm. Taizé worship is a brief contemplative 

service of candlelight, sung prayer, and a prolonged time of silent meditation in our sacred setting.  

 

This year, we will follow the worship service with a time of exploration of devotional materials and conversation 

in conjunction with our Lenten worship series themes. You may join us for one or more gatherings as you are 

able. We will begin meeting on Tuesday, March 8 and will continue to meet for six weeks into April, concluding 

on Tuesday, April 12th during Holy Week. Please let me know if you will be participating and I hope you will join 

us for this time away! 

Grace and Peace to you, and many blessings during this holy season,  

 

Pastor Kathy 
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATORS       (March, 2022) 
 

The year is off to a very fast start. It’s March already! Soon Spring will be in the air and all the 
cheer and optimism that comes with the end of another New England winter.  
 

With all that will be happening this spring, we also wanted to note that Stewardship will also be 
ramping up our annual Pledge Campaign where we all consider our financial contribution to 
keeping our church fiscally healthy. While this ‘season’ is rightfully overshadowed by the Lenten 
season that culminates with Christianity’s highest day of celebration of Easter on April 17th, it is 
important for us to begin discussing more mundane but nevertheless important topics. 
 

A discussion of money is all too often an uncomfortable one. It would be easier to avoid it, but the 
consequences of relegating pledging to a minor role in church life would have very unpleasant real 
life consequences.  
 

We are genuinely grateful for the uncountable volunteer hours so many devote to sustaining the life 
of our church, and we sincerely appreciate the incredible talent so many freely donate to bring to 
life Christ’s teachings.  
 

At the end of the day, however, our church will only be sustainable - will only have a future -  if we 
all make a financial contribution to the extent that our personal circumstances allow. Now, it is 
certainly understood that this church is open to all, regardless of financial circumstances. There is 
no requirement to pledge monetary support, and there are those who cannot do so. As Christ has 
taught us, everyone is welcome in the First Congregational Church of Wallingford, and that most 
especially includes people of limited means. 
 

Having said that, we are appealing to every member who can do so to pledge their financial 
support so that we will be able to carry on the programs that benefit so many, so that we have a 
church building and other infrastructure in good repair, and, frankly, so that we have adequate 
dollars to assure that our faith family can worship together and help each other both today and in 
the future. 
 

Steve and Lori 
 

 

Altar Flower Sponsors Needed! 

There are spots available to sponsor altar flowers on  

March 27th and most Sundays in April. Please contact  

the church office or Lori (lorifolkbarron@gmail.com)  

about these dates or any others throughout  

the year.  

     Thank you for supporting this ministry!  

 

A Message from the Flower Committee 

 

mailto:lorifolkbarron@gmail.com


 

  

 
 

Can you lend a hand to help families dealing with 
medical issues or other challenges in these 
difficult times? If this question is speaking to 
YOU, you can help in one of two ways: 
 

Join our list of folks willing to cook a meal for 
them, 

 

Or 
Offer names of church members who could use 

our help. 
 

 We'd love to hear from you. The need is now! 
 

Thank you for volunteering to be a part of this 
home ministry! 

 

Questions or looking to help? 
 

Contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517 or 
louisezem@aol.com 

or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809 or 
berniceja0907@gmail.com 

 

Youth Group Helpers 

 

If you have a project around the house that 

you need help with, consider having some 

of our church’s youths help out! 

Whether it’s a burned-out lightbulb or help 

cleaning up the sticks in your yard after the 

storm, we’re here to help! 

 

If you have a project or questions, 

 please contact Leslie Spiars  

at  

203-600-8043 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club News 

 
We will not be meeting in the March Lenten season. 

 

Next meeting is Tuesday, April 25 at 6:30, hopefully in the Guild Room. 

The book is  

“The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell”  

by Robert Dugoni. 

                                                                                             

Hope to see everyone there! 

 
 



First Congregational Church 

23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 
 

 

 

This will be a drive through event to benefit Master’s Manna, 

sponsored by First Congregational Church’s Vision & Mission 

Implementation Team and Board of Community and World 

Service.   

 

Please use the Center Street entrance to the church and drop 

donations at the rear doors.  

 

Date: Saturday, March 19, 2022 

       Time:  9:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

We are looking for any type of cereal donations to assist 

families in our community!  
 

As always, your donations are greatly appreciated. 

Questions?  Please contact Lori Folk-Barron at 

lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or 203-314-9885. 

mailto:lorifolkbarron@gmail.com


 

 

 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES 

During Lent, you will have the opportunity to purchase flowers to decorate the Sanctuary for 

Easter.  Please complete the form below and put it in the collection plate or return it to the church 

office by April 10. Thank you for your continued support and generosity. - The Flower Committee 

                                                      

EASTER PLANT ORDERS 

Number of Daffodils:               

Number of Tulips:                

Number of Hyacinth Plants:              

                   x        $10 each 

                 Subtotal:               

Number of Lily Plants:              

                   x        $12 each 

                 Subtotal:              

  

                      Total:              

  

      I will pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services         Please donate my plants.  

  

In Honor Of:     __________________________________________________________ 

In Memory Of:  __________________________________________________________ 

  

Your name:    ___________________________________________________________    

Address:           __________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Telephone:  _____________________________________________________   

  



 

  

 

Vision & Mission Implementation Team Message 

 
Our Vision: 
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the foundation of our love for 
one another and service to the world around us. 
 
Our Mission:  
“We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, thereby empowering us to 
confront issues that impact our community and the world including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.”  
 
As part of our efforts to live out our Mission, form connections with other community groups, and 
expand our outreach, the Vision & Mission Implementation Team and the Board of Community and 
World Service are making plans for an Interfaith Community Food Drive to benefit Masters Manna. We 
will be reaching out to all houses of worship throughout Wallingford to seek their participation and 
partnership in this community wide food drive. The date is tentatively set for September 17, 2022. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact Lori Folk-Barron or Kathy Wallace. Please watch for more 
details over the coming months.   

Have any questions? Want to be a part of the Vision & Mission Implementation Team or help with 
certain projects? Contact the Vision & Mission Implementation Team at: fcc-wallingford-
implementation-team@googlegroups.com  

The Vision & Mission Implementation Team 
 

Now Hear This… 

 

 

With much gratitude for your generosity in the past, the First Congregational Church Council is 
declaring an embargo on any further donations of rummage sale or fair items at this time. Many in the 
church are working hard to clear out classrooms, hallways, and storage areas to make our church 
facility usable and safe for a variety of activities, and we cannot accept or store donations. Please do 
not drop off any donations at the church at this time and for the foreseeable future. 
 
Please rest assured that we will continue the ministry that the rummage sale provides to those in our 
community. However, please hold on to any household items that you wish to donate until there is an 
announcement that the church is collecting for the rummage sale, which will likely be in the late spring 
of 2022. Alternatively, please offer your donations to groups such as Master’s Manna (428 S. Cherry 
Street, Wallingford, 203-678-3042) or Goodwill Wallingford (1145 N. Colony Road, 203-265-4211).  
 
Again, we appreciate your intentions, generosity and understanding that First Congregational Church 
does not have the storage capacity at this time.  
 
Thank you,  
Church Council  
 



  

 
                                           Spire Music for March 2022 
                                                              
MUSIC groups resuming rehearsals 
 

        CHANCEL CHOIR (Masks will be worn at this point,)      

1. The chancel choir will rehearse  
Wednesday, March 2 from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and then sing at the 7:00 p.m. Ash 

     Wednesday service. 
 

2. The Chancel choir will resume it’s regular rehearsal schedule on Wednesdays from 7:00- 
8:30 p.m. starting on March 9, 2022. 
 

ANYONE WHO WISHES TO SING:  PLEASE COME JOIN US.  You do not have to read music. 
 

ADULT HANDBELL CHOIR  (Masks will be worn at this point.) 
 

The adult handbell choir (including teens) will resume regular rehearsals on Thursdays from 6:30-
7:45 p.m. starting on March 10, 2022.  If you can count, you can ring.  Come try it.  We meet in 
the balcony of the sanctuary. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC BEFORE THE 10:00 a.m. service during Lent. 
 

Each Sunday during Lent from 9:30 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. I will focus on 2 or 3 hymns with the 
background of those hymns.  We will sing them and with a special guest playing along on banjo. 
 

ASHLAR VILLAGE SERVICES:  As worship resumes at Ashlar, I will begin playing music at 1:30 
p.m. I plan to have special guests assist me.  
 

CHILDREN and MIDDLE GRADE YOUTH.  There will be an announcement soon about staring 
handbells for children and chimes for middle grade youth. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

Do you have a loved one, a friend, an acquaintance with health, family, personal issues? The Prayer 

Shawl ministry creates beautiful comforting shawls, lap robes, and blankets for you to give to your 

loved ones in need. There is always a selection appropriate for men, women, children, parents, 

caregivers. We have a variety of colors and sizes for you to give. Please ask one of the deacons, 

Rev. Kathy or Kathy Janis for a shawl. All are created by loving hands, blessed in our group and just 

waiting to give to someone in need of that loving touch, that reminder that they are cared for and 

cared about through whatever is going on in their lives. 

We also create all the Baptismal blankets that are given to each child baptized in our church. Please 

consider asking for a special blanket for a child in need. Again, we have many sizes, colors and 

patterns for any child. Perhaps a parent who needs a Prayer Shawl and a special blanket for their 

child? 

Please call or text Kathy Janis 203-376-1173 or kathrynmjanis@gmail.com with any questions or 

requests. 

 



  



  

ALL CHURCH CENSUS - 2022  

As you may know, last month we started off the All Church Census in order to update our internal 

database of information and correct any errors that we may have. However, out of such a 

large number of members, we have only received 18 submissions! We ask that if you have not 

already completed a Census, that you either:  

1) Follow the following link, https://fccw.tiny.us/census, to fill out our Google Form (preferred 

method.)  

2) Print out a copy of the enclosed form and mail it to our office. 

3) Fill out one of the forms provided in the narthex and deliver it to the office.  
 

We are extending the deadline for submissions to Monday, March 21st, so there is plenty of time to 

complete the form. If you have any questions or concerns, please refer to the FAQ section in last 

month's Spire or visit our website.  

Thank you,  

Aren Alberico 

Digital Communications and Technology Manager 

fccwsocials@gmail.com  

 

 

 Ashlar Village Worship Resumes on Sunday, March 13, 2022! 
 
Pastor Kathy and the Board of Deacons are pleased to share that we will be resuming worship services 

at Ashlar Village. At this time, we will be gathering at 2:00pm on the second and fourth 

Sundays of each month in Auditorium A. Communion will be celebrated on the second 

Sunday.  

 

We are thrilled to be able to continue our relationship with the folks at Ashlar and greatly look forward 

to sharing time in worship together. If you have any questions or if you would like to help us with this 

ministry outreach as a volunteer, please see Pastor Kathy or our Senior Deacons, Holly Francke and 

Greg Whitehouse. 

 

Dates for Ashlar Sunday services in March and April: 

March 13 and March 27 

April 10 and April 24 

 

https://fccw.tiny.us/census
mailto:fccwsocials@gmail.com


  
First Congregational Church  

of Wallingford 

 

Census Update Form 

Demographic Information 

 

Contact Information 

 

Full Name:        Date of Birth:  

 Last First M.I.    Month/Day/Year 

 

Household Name:        Gender:  

         For example: James Family, Klein-Hames Household, etc.   (Optional) 

 

 

If no, what would you like to be listed as?     Inactive        Associate Member        Friend         

  
 
If  you would like to be removed from our database entirely, please check this box:   

Preferred Name:      How long have you been a member of the Church?  

 Nickname, Alias, etc. (Optional)  (Optional) 
 
Would you like to continue to be listed as an Active Member in our database?        Yes        No      
For more information, please refer to the FAQs listed on the cover letter for this form.    

 
 

Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

 

Mailing Address: Same as street address? 
YES 

 

NO 

         If the answer is yes, then skip to next question. 

 
 

Address:   

 Street Address or PO Box Apartment/Unit # 

 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

 
 

Home Phone:  Email  

 
 

Cell Phone:   

Check this box to enable text messaging for important 

updates (i.e. emergencies, cancellations) 
OPT IN 

 

 

(When finished, please continue on to the next page.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family 

Please list members of your family, followed by their relation to you. For children who have not yet undergone 

confirmation, please also list their Date of Birth in the space marked “Additional Information”.   

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact 

Please provide information for your Emergency Contact in the space below. This information will only be used in 

the event of an emergency. 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

 

Phone:         Email:   

 

Additional Information 

If you have any additional information that you would like to share, please do so here. This includes, but is not 
limited to: seasonal/alternate addresses, additional phone numbers, additional family members, groups you are a 

part of, contact preferences, records of sacraments/rites, etc. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Spire is published 
monthly except summer by  
The First Congregational 
Church of Wallingford, CT. 
The deadline for the Spire 
articles is the 15th of each 
month, September through 
June.  
 
Email the church office at 
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net. 

First Congregational Church of 

Wallingford 

23 South Main St 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

 


