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Worship at First Church! 
 

Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday – June 5, 2022 

8:00am – Communion Service 

10:00am – Celebration Worship with Communion 

Acts 2: 1-21 

The story of Pentecost, as the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples of Jesus, and all are amazed to 

hear of God’s deeds of power in their own languages. 
 

Trinity Sunday – Annual Meeting Day – June 12, 2022 

10:00am – Celebration Worship  

2:00pm – at Ashlar Village 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 – Romans 5:1-5 

The Apostle Paul speaks of our justification by faith, and names the condition of the Christian followers. 

There is a reality of suffering for the faith, but Paul speaks to them a word of hope known to them and 

us through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost – Father’s Day – June 19, 2022 

8:00am – Communion Service 

10:00am – Celebration Worship 

Psalm 42 – Luke 8:26-39 

The Psalmist speaks of our longing and thirst for the Living God. We come to know this Living God 

through the power and presence of Jesus. In the Gospel of Luke it is evidenced through the story of 

Jesus’ healing of the Geresene demoniac.  
 

All Faith Service and Juneteenth Observance – June 19, 2022 

1:00pm – Seymour St. John Chapel at Choate Rosemary Hall 
(corner of N. Elm St. and Curtis Ave.) 

An opportunity during the Wallingford 350+ celebration, this hour-long service will celebrate all faiths 

practiced in Wallingford, as well as commemorate Juneteenth, in honor of Black Americans. Following 

the faith service, all are invited to the Nehemiah Royce House, 538 North Main Street, to continue the 

observance of Juneteenth, including the opening of the exhibit "Enslaved Wallingford," delving into 

enslavement of Black Americans in Wallingford between 1710 and 1840. Pastor Kathy and Jeanette are 

participating and hope you will join them for these “Day of Faith” events! 
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The Third Sunday after Pentecost – June 26, 2022 

10:00am – Celebration Worship 

2:00pm – at Ashlar Village 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 – Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

The Psalmist recalls the many deeds of the Lord, especially amidst a time of trouble when his soul is 

not comforted. In the letter of the Apostle Paul to the people of Galatia, he speaks of the freedom in 

Christ that comes when we live by the Spirit rather than the desires of the flesh.  

 

A Message from Pastor Kathy 
 

The process of growth is, it seems, the art of falling down. 

Growth is measured by the gentleness and awareness with which we once again pick ourselves up,  

the lightness with which we dust ourselves off, the openness with which we continue  

and take the next unknown step, beyond our edge, beyond our holding, 

 into the remarkable mystery of being.  Stephen Levine 

Greetings Friends,  
 

By this time, you have hopefully received the news in writing or in person (or both) of my choice to depart from 

my position as your Senior Minister. For this space this month, I want to take just a brief moment to consider the 

quote I have shared above in the context of this next time of transition for you and for me.  
 

The author of the quote is Stephen Levine, from his book: Meetings at the Edge. Levine was a best-selling author 

and spent much of his life providing grief counseling to those diagnosed with a terminal illness. He also explored 

the experience of the grieving of all manner of losses and the possibility of experiencing those losses in healthy 

ways. He is also known for a book titled: Unattended Sorrow, which examines the accumulation of sorrows over 

a lifetime, and how they can impact us if we don’t attend to them in ways that bring healing. 
 

It may seem odd to refer to a time of grieving as a time of growth, as alluded to in the above quote, but indeed 

that is what it is. Each time we find ourselves facing a loss, whether because of the death of a loved one, or the 

myriad other losses that we experience on almost a daily basis, these are opportunities for growth. However, many 

are not able to see it that way because we are often taught to avoid the feelings that accompany grief. We are 

taught to process our experiences in private, alone, or perhaps only with another human companion like a 

counselor. Grief is not something that we are publicly comfortable with because of its inherent pain and our natural 

responses with a range of emotions. Therefore, we often seek ways to avoid it all together. Alas, this can lead to 

some further life challenges because our avoidance measures lead to addictions, to unresolved anger, and to 

projecting our grief in myriad ways onto others, even if we are completely unaware. 
 

The growth becomes possible when instead we are willing to face the reality of our situation, whatever it is and 

to embrace what it may teach us, even if it means being willing to endure the pain of our realities. We don’t have 

to do this alone, nor in a way that inflicts further unnecessary pain, but simply with a willingness to accept what 

is and to feel what we feel so that we can grow through our experiences. Each loss, whether because of an actual 

death, or because of some type of change, brings us through a time of grieving what was and the feelings of 

uncertainty that accompany the “not knowing” of what is next.  
 

As I come to the “edge” of my time among you in ministry, I acknowledge that our parting is yet another 

experience of transition, change, and loss, and thereby grief. Yet, it can also be a time of healing when we willingly 

step to the edge, acknowledge what we feel, and commit to ways of being that allow us grow even as we feel as 

if we are falling. This is an opportunity before us in this time of celebrating what we have shared in ministry and 

grieving what will no longer be. As Levine shares, may we take the next steps with gentleness and awareness, 

rather than turning away from whatever causes us pain. May we attend to our sorrows, and step into the mystery 

of the growth that God will provide as we journey on the edge of whatever is next….  
 

With gratitude……. Pastor Kathy 



 

 

  

 

If you have a project around the house that 

you need help with, consider having some of 

our church’s youths help out! 

Whether it’s a burned-out lightbulb or help 

cleaning up the sticks in your yard after the 

storm, we’re here to help! 

 

If you have a project or questions,  

 please contact Leslie Spiars  

at  

203-600-8043 

 

 

 
 

      

   Have a great summer everyone! 

 

Our first meeting in the next program year 
will be Tuesday, September 27. 

 
The list of books will be available at 

Catch the Spirit Sunday 
at the Diaconate table. 

  
 

Hope to see everyone there. 
                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                 

 

 
 

There are openings for altar flower sponsors on 

July 3, July 24, August 14, August 21, 

and all Sundays in September. 

 

Please contact Lori Folk-Barron 

(lorifolkbarron@gmail.com) 

or the church office to sign up. 

 

A Message from the Flower Committee 

We’re here to help! 

 

The Family Life Committee 

will be providing ice cream 

to all after the June 19th 

service for Father’s Day. 

 

mailto:lorifolkbarron@gmail.com


 

  
 

 

Can you lend a hand to help families dealing with medical issues or other challenges in these difficult 
times? If this question is speaking to YOU, you can help in one of two ways: 
 

 
Join our list of folks willing to cook a meal for them, 

 

Or 
Offer names of church members who could use our help. 

 

 We'd love to hear from you. The need is now! 
 

Thank you for volunteering to be a part of this home ministry! 
 

Questions or looking to help? 
 

Contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517 or louisezem@aol.com 

or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809 or berniceja0907@gmail.com 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl ministry creates beautiful comforting shawls, lap robes, and blankets for you to give 

to your loved ones in need. We also create the Baptismal blankets that are given to each child 

baptized in our church.  

Each shawl and blanket is blessed in our prayer circle. We are blessed with the opportunity to share 

our love and concern for others through something tangible.  

Please ask one of the deacons, Rev. Kathy, or Kathy Janis for a shawl.  

You may call or text Kathy Janis at 203-376-1173 or kathrynmjanis@gmail.com with any questions or 

requests. 
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I am SO excited to announce that we are officially going on Mission Trip again! 
 

We will be leaving Saturday, July 9th and coming back Saturday, July 16th. 

 

Total cost per person is $486. ($175 due 4/15 and $175 due 5/15 and $136 due 6/15.)  

  

There are a few spots still open with several folks thinking about joining us. 

 

          We can help if the cost is the only challenge holding you back! 

 

          Contact Leslie Spiars at leslie36@snet.net with any questions. 

 

Erie, PA. 

                                             
 

A SUMMER INVITATION 

Have you wanted to try to play the bells?  Now is your chance to experiment.  All you need to do is 

to be able to count to four. It’s a great team experience—low stress and fun. 

WHEN 

Four Thursdays in July 

July 7, 14, 21 & 28 

6:30-7:45 p.m. 

WHERE 

The Air-Conditioned Music Room 

WHO 

Rising 9th graders to 90 yrs. old 

Questions 

Call or text Jeanette 860-803-8745 
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Call to The Annual Meeting - June 12, 2022 

To the members of The First Congregational Church of Wallingford, Connecticut: Notice is hereby given 

of the 346th Annual Meeting of the Church to be held Sunday, June 12, 2022 at 11:15 a.m. via hybrid 

meeting, both in person in Congregational Hall and via Zoom meeting for the following purposes: 

1. To receive Annual Reports from Ministers, Officeholders, Boards, Committees, and organizations 
of the Church; 
 

2. To act upon any business arising from such reports; 
 

3. To act upon the Proposed Budget for July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023; 
 

4. To receive the Report of the Nominating Committee; 
 

5. To elect Officeholders, Board and Committee Members for 2022-2023; 
 

6. To act upon such other matters as may properly come before the meeting. 
 

Steve Knight and Lori Folk-Barron 

Co-Moderators 

                     

 

Our New Personnel Committee 
The council has set up a personnel committee to 

create/update job descriptions for the church’s 

employees and set up a system for periodic 

reviews.  Also, this will serve as a place for the 

employees to turn if they have any issues. 
 

We have begun the process of creating/updating 

job descriptions and hope to have them 

presented to the council soon. 
 

The committee is comprised of Greg Whitehouse, 

Kathy Wallace, Steve Knight, Lori Folk-Barron,  

Holly Francke, Leslie Spiars, Lorraine Westervelt, 

and Ron Graziani. 
 

Greg and Kathy, Co-Chairs 

 

 
ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

 

Our Sunday school is going WILD this 
summer! Join us for Panda Mania 

where God is wild about you! 
 

If interested please email Robin at 
dav111@snet.net 

 

Program will run during the entire 
service on 7/10, 7/17, 7/24, and 7/31 

 

mailto:dav111@snet.net


  

 

 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

 

This is the passage that Rev. Kathy cited as she began the resignation letter that she submitted to us 
on May 2, 2022. As you might imagine, its sentiment and the weight of her decision have been 
resonating and reverberating within us since May 2nd. We ask you to take this moment to ponder the 
import and weight of this time.  

 

Over the last several years, our lives at First Congregational Church have included a series of 
transitions, some unprecedented in the form of a pandemic, that has required our creativity, flexibility, 
and dedication. We are now facing a new period of transition, and we wanted to acknowledge the 
“times,” “purposes,” and broad range of emotions that have occupied our thoughts over the last 
month. Perhaps you will see your own experience reflected in them. 

 

This is truly: 

• A time for gratitude: for the creativity and envisioning that Rev. Kathy has brought us during her 
time with us, a time in history with challenges that ministers of other eras did not face. 

• A time for dismay and sadness: that we face another period of loss, transition, and uncertainty. 

• A time for compassion: for Rev. Kathy’s discernment on the way to this decision and for 
everyone’s reactions and the broad spectrum of feelings that come with announcements such as 
these. 

• A time for patience: with each other, as we walk together on unfamiliar ground toward our 
church’s future. 

• A time for understanding: toward each other, as we strive to come to consensus on difficult 
issues that may divide us. 

• A time for pause: as we reflect on what this means for our ongoing evolution as a congregation 
and what we personally are willing to do to uplift a church family in need. 

• A time for envisioning: for openness to new ideas, new input, and new directions. 

• A time for renewal: for putting our collective best efforts and best selves into the path before us. 

• A time for involvement: as we need the energy, ideas, and dedication of all church members and 
friends to continue on the path our Vision and Mission sets before us.  

• A time for generosity: with your time, your talents, and indeed your treasures as we face a future 
need for resources of all types that will help our congregation remain a hub of ministry in our 
community. 

• And finally, a time for faith and prayer:  when we invite the Holy Spirit to walk with us, to guide us, 
and to strengthen us, allowing us to conquer the challenges ahead, to thrive, and to continue to 
grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflect on Ecclesiastes 3 and our sentiments above. As Rev. Kathy advised on May 22nd, let us go 
gently with one another. Journey with us with hope, faith, and in the spirit of Christ.  

 

Steve and Lori 

 

Message From the Moderators 



 

 

 

 

                           

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

                                     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

First Congregational Church 

Our Values, Our Vision, Our Mission 

 

Our Core Values: 

United in Christ, we: 

• Uplift Individuals 

• Celebrate Shared Humanity 

• Cultivate and Share a Community of Faith Among All Ages 

• Pledge our Mutual Love and Support   

• Walk Together in Service 

 

Our Vision: 

Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the foundation of 

our love for one another and service to the world around us. 

 

We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through the 

exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those teachings 

commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity. 

 

Our Mission: 

We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, thereby 

empowering us to confront issues that impact our community and the world including 

poverty, isolation, and exclusion. 

 

We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and inspired to 

meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian faith, compassion, 

and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact on the lives of people in 

our community and beyond. 
 



 
  
 

Dear Members and Friends of the First Congregational Church of Wallingford, 

This letter is being sent to ask that you share in the joy of giving a share of your resources to 

your church in the form of your annual pledge. This year, we thought we might inspire your 

generosity with the thoughts in the paragraphs below: 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able 

to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. 

         2 Corinthians: 9: 6-8 

Despite the challenges of the past two years, most of us must admit that God has blessed us 

generously in many ways. Few of us want for the necessities of life. We are comfortable and 

secure; we are not scrambling to make ends meet. In other words, we are fortunate to be in a 

position to give and give joyously. 

And it is important that we do so, both for the recipients of our generosity and also for 

ourselves. As Winston Churchill is quoted as saying “We make a living by what we get; we 

make a life by what we give.”  

By pledging a part of our resources, we are doing far more than sustaining the programs and 

services of our church; we are sustaining ourselves. By each of us committing some of our 

financial resources, ultimately, we are supporting each other. We are not giving to an 

organization so much as we are giving to the several hundred others of us who have formed 

a congregation of Christians sharing the ideals and practices taught to us by Jesus Christ.  

We end our request with this thought: 

 

"Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by 

opening our mind to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs 

of others." ~ Barbara Bush 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Glenn and Jean Whitehouse 

Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 



 

 

The First Congregational Church  

Wallingford, Connecticut 
 

JULY 2022 – JUNE 2023 Annual Pledge 
 

Printed name ___________________ Signature____________________________ Date_____ 

 

Do you need offering envelopes?       Yes ____    No ____ 

 

 

FOR CHURCH SUPPORT  
– to fund the annual operating costs of our congregation. 

 

    $100 weekly  totaling $5,200 annually 

    $  75 weekly  totaling $3,900 annually 

    $  50   weekly  totaling $2,600 annually 

    $  20 weekly  totaling $1,040 annually 

 

    other ______ weekly totaling ______ annually 

    other ______ monthly totaling ______ annually 

    other ______ annually 

 

FOR MISSION SUPPORT  
 – to support mission outreach in the community and the world. 

  

     __________ weekly totaling ______ annually 

     __________ monthly totaling ______ annually 

     __________ annually  

 

Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Option Yes   ____   No____ 

If yes, determine your monthly deduction: 

Annual CS   +   Annual MS   =   Annual Total      divide by  12   =  Monthly Deduction 

 

________     +   ________      =    _________         /  12                =  ____________ 

 

• If you are new to the EFT option, complete the form on the reverse.   

• If you are continuing the EFT option with the same bank account, simply sign above.   

• You do not need to complete the other side nor provide a voided check.   

 

Please return this form by May 8th to the office or bring it with you on pledge Sunday. 

*** If you would like to contact Bob Westervelt (Collector) electronically with your pledge 

information, contact him at fccwcollector@gmail.com. *** 

 

If there are changes to your contact information, please indicate them here: 

 

Address_______________________________ Phone___________ E-Mail ______________ 

 

mailto:fccwcollector@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

        RUMMAGE SALE 

          

             TO MY CHURCH FAMILY 
 

After a two year cancellation of our rummage sale due to the pandemic, we 
were able to complete this year’s Spring sale on Saturday, May 7th.  

Thanks to so many of you who donated clothing, linens, puzzles, household 
items, and more.  At the time I submitted this note for the Spire, our total 
amount taken in was $1,697.85 with more on the way! 

 I am extremely grateful to all of you who helped set up the tables, put many 
hours into sorting, folding, and hanging up everything besides working at the 
sale, and then being there again to break everything down and clean up the 
room.  Everyone was happy to help and offer their assistance to make the sale 
a success.  It truly was a big undertaking and a wonderful group effort.  Thank 
you so much!  I am extremely grateful. 

                       

                         Just as a reminder, the Fall Rummage Sale will be 

 September 29, 30 & October 1, 2022.  

 

 In your free time this summer, if you’re cleaning out any closets, drawers, 
attics, or basements, keep us in mind! 

Thank you again, and have a relaxing, enjoyable summer. 

 

In Christian love, 

Bernie Annunziata 

 

 



 

 

 

MAKE A SPLASH 
at  

First Congregational Church 

23 South Main Street, Wallingford 
 

Date: Saturday, June 11, 2022 

Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 am 

 

WITH YOUR DONATION TO BENEFIT 

MERIDEN-WALLINGFORD CHRYSALIS INC 
Meriden-Wallingford Chrysalis (Chrysalis) provides crisis intervention, support services,  

self-sufficiency programs, safety planning, court-based and systems advocacy to victims and  

survivors of domestic violence and their children through community-based and housing programs.  

Services include a 60-day emergency SafeHouse, a 24-month transitional living program and  

homelessness prevention advocacy and service linkages. Chrysalis provides prevention education and 

 tailored parent services to interrupt the cycle of violence. 

 

This will be a drive through event.  Please enter from South Main Street at the  

First Congregational Church. Drive sponsored by the Vision & Mission Implementation 

Team and the Board of Community and World Service. 

Items are needed for kids going to the pool at camp including sun screen, flip 

flops/water shoes, beach towels, sun hats/visors, lip balm, insulated lunch bags,  

$25 Walmart gift cards (for swim suits), floaties, beach bags, and snack food.   

They can also use bigger outdoor toys.  

As always, your donations are greatly appreciated. For questions, please contact  

Kathy Wallace at kbwallace@comcast.net or 203-265-7205. 

mailto:kbwallace@comcast.net
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# ________ 

EFT _____ 
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The Spire is published 
monthly except summer by  
The First Congregational 
Church of Wallingford, CT. 
The deadline for the Spire 
articles is the 15th of each 
month, September through 
June.  
 
Email the church office at 
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net. 

First Congregational Church of 

Wallingford 

23 South Main St 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

 

 
From Pastor Kathy and the Staff at First Congregational Church 

Happy Father’s Day 


