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A Message from the Moderators
Catch the Spirit Sunday on September 18th was a beautiful day to kick off the start of the
program year and to reconnect after what we hope was a summer that provided you with
some respite and relaxation with friends and family. Catch the Spirit Sunday certainly was
filled with a sense of renewed spirit and fellowship as we gathered with familiar and new
faces for service, lunch, and catching up.
As Lori mentioned in her message on the 18th, we hope this start of the program year will
lend itself to exploring what we need to do to take leaps of faith into our future in this
congregation. As a faith family during a period of ministerial transition, we are stepping
off into a “new normal” that is filled with unknowns, potential risks, and certainly demands
for much faith. Let us join together with one another, working to let go of the fears, hurdles,
and hurts that may burden us. Allow God to be present in this congregation and between
one another, for healing, growth, joy, and service to one another and our community.
Let us be gentle with each other but not tentative in our engagement, our optimism,
and our positivity. Let us act not blindly or mindlessly, but mindfully, full of the Holy Spirit.
That is the definition of a true faith family, isn’t it?
Be inspired by the Spirit at work at First Congregational. Examples of Christ’s work in and
through us are all around, if we choose to see! On September 17, our congregation in a
collaborative effort with congregations across this community collected 4600 pounds…
over two tons of food and nearly $800 in cash donations in the Unity in Faith Food Drive
to assist those in need in our community.

On the 18th, we welcomed our children to a new church school year and celebrated the
teachers who are volunteering their time to build the future faith of our church. We also
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Rev. Mike Jackson, his ministry in our
church, and his and his wife’s return to worshipping together with us.
As you read the articles in this month’s Spire, you will find numerous upcoming activities
that similarly reflect the Spirit that is on the move in this place! While we have many
challenges to tackle, including establishing interim ministerial leadership, addressing ever
present financial concerns, and trying to balance program and capital needs, please do
not lose sight of the positivity and good works that are being done among us. If you look
for the Holy Spirit at work in this place, you will see it. We need you to be a part of the
good works and a collaborator in solving the challenges. Let us continue to join together
and walk in Christ’s service to each other and our world. With love and compassion for
each other, hope for the future, positivity, and the grace of God, we all might learn not
only to leap in faith, but to fly.
Grace and peace to all,

Steve and Lori

Rev. Eric Fjeldal is a retired United Methodist Pastor having served 43 years in the
New York Annual Conference.
Eric served the last 25 years of his ministry in Connecticut including 12 years as the
Pastor of the Yalesville United Methodist Church, serving from 1997-2019.
Rev. Fjeldal is still active serving on various United Methodist and community
Boards.
He has a deep passion for social justice ministries which empower those society calls
"the lost, last and least."
He frequently preaches in area churches and is looking forward to preaching at First
Congregational in Wallingford.
In his free time, Eric enjoys spending time with his wife, Renee and his family,
especially their two grandchildren.
Worship schedule coverage for the month of October is as follows:
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

2nd: 8am & 10am: Rev. Eric Fjeldal
9th: 10am & Ashlar: Ken Minkema
16th: 8am & 10am: Rev. Eric Fjeldal
23rd: 10am: Rev. Eric Fjeldal, Ashlar: Rev. Carl Anderson Oct 30th: 10am: Rev. Eric Fjeldal

A Message from the Flower Committee

The altar flower sign up calendar can be found in Congregational Hall while the sanctuary
is undergoing beautification. Remaining 2022 dates that need sponsors include:
• October 9
• October 16
• November 27
If you are interested in sponsoring flowers for any of these dates and cannot make it into
church, please call the church office or email Lori at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com. Direct
donations to the Flower Fund are also appreciated to allow us to place flowers on the altar
on those weeks when we do not have sponsors. The Flower Calendar for 2023 will be
available in early December. Thank you!

FALL

Our Rummage Sale for the fall is almost here! We always appreciate your
contributions of gently used clothing, linens, shoes, coats, pocketbooks and small
household items.
We also welcome your help with setting up, sorting, working the sale, and
breaking down the tables once the rummage sale is over.
Come be a part of opening our doors to our community, contributing some of
your time and resources to our church while enjoying fellowship with one
another as we do our Lord’s work.

DATES
Sunday, September 25th – Set up tables in Congregational Hall at 11:30 am
after church service.
Monday through Thursday, September 26-29 – Sorting clothes and
household goods from 9:00 am until noon and again from
1:00pm to 3:00pm.

SALE HOURS
Thursday, September 29 – 4:00 – 7:00 PM
Friday, September 30 – 4:00 – 7:00 PM
Saturday, October 1st – 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.
Breakdown of Sale: October 1st at 12:00pm
As always, many hands make light work! Thank you!

A New Opportunity open to ALL from the Diaconate:
The Diaconate, along with support from prior members of the Stephen Ministry team and
our Moderators, is forming a Congregational Care/Support Team. The Team will reach out
to those individuals who would benefit from personal visitation during times of
confinement, loneliness, and life issues where a listening ear could be of benefit.
If this is something that you might find yourself being called to do, please contact your
Senior Deacons (Holly Francke/Greg Whitehouse), Cliff Castellano, or your Moderators.
Informative training sessions will be scheduled in the not too distant future.
If you are an individual interested in receiving a visitation, please contact the church office.

We’re excited to begin this year’s book club with The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
by Kim Michele Richardson on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 6:30 PM in the Guild Room!
If you love to read and enjoy discussing books, please come join us! We always welcome
new members and enjoy hearing one another’s perspectives of the book we read each
month.
Looking forward to seeing all of you on September 27th and hearing your thoughts on this
very thought- provoking book!
The book we will be reading for October is “The Magic Hour”. We will plan to meet in the
Guild Room October 25th.
Any questions, please see either Cathy Knight or Bernie Annunziata.

As many of you may or may not know, we have been providing meals to some members of our
church family, who through various circumstances, are receptive to having a meal delivered to
them.
If you know of someone in our church, who either on a short or long term basis, could benefit from
a delicious dinner, please let us know. Also, if you wish to have your name added to our list of
folks who have volunteered to make a meal, please let us know. We'd be happy to have you join
us!
Helping Hands is just one of many "behind the scenes" groups within our congregation that
provides comfort and support to our fellow brothers and sisters.
If there is a need or if you are willing to cook, please contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517
or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809.

The Prayer Shawl ministry creates beautiful comforting shawls, lap robes, and blankets
for you to give to your loved ones in need. We also create the Baptismal blankets that are
given to each child baptized in our church.
Each shawl and blanket is blessed in our prayer circle. We are blessed with the opportunity to
share our love and concern for others through something tangible.
We meet the third Monday of most months. If you would like to join us, please let us know. If you
would like to makes shawls or baptismal blankets but can not come to meetings, let us know that
as well and we will provide patterns and support.
Please ask one of the deacons or Kathy Janis for a shawl. You may call or text Kathy Janis at
203-376-1173 or kathrynmjanis@gmail.com with any questions or requests.

Sanctuary Renovation Project

We are excited to share an update on how the Sanctuary renovations are going. We hope to
be worshiping in the Sanctuary beginning October 9th but we are dependent on a number of
contractors meeting proposed deadlines. We shall keep you posted!
Here are the details:

✓ Wall and ceiling repair is complete!
✓ Painting is complete!
✓ Light refurbishment is complete!
✓ New light fixtures to enhance our lighting options have arrived!
✓ Electricians will begin shortly to install our lights and wire for future needs. They
should be complete by the end of the first week of October.
✓ Piano maintenance, including complete removal of internal mechanics and
reinstallation of those parts, will be complete by end of September.
✓ New fabric for the “curtain” behind the altar has been ordered and received. Sewing
should be complete by the first week of October and installation of the new “curtain”
will be done immediately after receipt.
✓ Organ pipes will be reinstalled at the end of October. We will meet in the sanctuary if
the organ pipe installation is the only item left to complete.

For office use:

The First Congregational Church
Wallingford, Connecticut
JULY 2022 – JUNE 2023 Annual Pledge

# ________
EFT _____
Prepaid ___
Rec’d ____

Printed name ___________________ Signature____________________________ Date_____
Do you need offering envelopes?

Yes ____

No ____

FOR CHURCH SUPPORT
–

to fund the annual operating costs of our congregation.
$100
$ 75
$ 50
$ 20

weekly
weekly
weekly
weekly

totaling
totaling
totaling
totaling

$5,200 annually
$3,900 annually
$2,600 annually
$1,040 annually

other ______ weekly totaling
other ______ monthly totaling
other ______ annually

______ annually
______ annually

FOR MISSION SUPPORT
– to support mission outreach in the community and the world.
__________ weekly
__________ monthly
__________ annually

totaling
totaling

______ annually
______ annually

Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Option Yes ____ No____
If yes, determine your monthly deduction:
Annual CS + Annual MS = Annual Total
divide by 12 = Monthly Deduction
________
•
•
•

+ ________

= _________

/ 12

= ____________

If you are new to the EFT option, complete the form on the reverse.
If you are continuing the EFT option with the same bank account, simply sign above.
You do not need to complete the other side nor provide a voided check.

Please return this form to the office or bring it with you on Sunday.
*** If you would like to contact Bob Westervelt (Collector) electronically with your pledge information,
contact him at fccwcollector@gmail.com. ***
If there are changes to your contact information, please indicate them here:
Address_______________________________ Phone___________ E-Mail ______________

15th First Congregational Church Family Life
Golf Tournament

Sat., Oct 8, 2022
Tee off at 9:00am
Miner Hills Family Golf, 80 Miner Hills Drive, Middletown, CT

9 Hole Golf Tournament Scramble Format
Perfect for people of all ages and abilities
Sign up as a team or join up and make new friends.
Adult $25; Juniors $20
Includes: Green Fees, Awards, Picnic, fun, friends, and a great cause!
Profits to benefit the Breast Cancer Research & The Family Life Center Fund

Electric or pull cart rentals are available, but are an extra cost and the responsibility of the golfer.

Prizes:

High and low gross team
Closest to the Line

Closest to the Pin
Longest Drive for Men, Women, & Juniors

GOLFERS
Golfer 1: _______________________________ Golfer 2: _______________________________
Golfer 3: _______________________________ Golfer 4: _______________________________

HOLE SPONSOR ($20.00):
All proceeds from hole sponsorships will go to Support Breast Cancer Research
In Memory / Honor of ________________________ By: ______________________________
Checks should be payable to First Congregational Church - Wallingford
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Or sign up, sponsor or donate through the church website
Questions (203) 265-1691

Now is the time to get into a regular schedule, although with changing times and adaptations
somethings will be altered. Below note rehearsal times:
Chancel Choir: 7:00-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays - starting officially Sept, 21, 2022.
➢ Some singers have been working on the Dec. 11 Choral Sermon during the month of August.
We have a great start on it, but need especially tenors and basses. We will be having
Instrumentalists and congregational participation if you wish on singing some verse of
“The First Noel” on which the musical piece is based.

Handbell Choir: Thursdays
6:00-7:15 p.m. for those new to handbell ringing. (High school age and up).
6:45-8:00 p.m. for intermediate to advanced ringers.
Many times we will be ringing together, hence the overlap.
Children’s Choir: Thursdays 5:00-5:45 starting Sept. 29, 2022.- At long last, I think we are
safe to sing. I have purchased an air purifier for the Music Room which should eliminate germs,
mold, dust. Right now, I am starting with grades 4-8. If there are a lot a young people, I will make
2 groups. I plan to have us sing the 4th Sunday of every month.
DEPENDING ON RESPONSE AND INTEREST, I AM PLANING ON DOING A MUSICAL IN FEBRUARY
WITH REHEARSALS STARTING IN JANUARY. STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION.

> Friday, November 11, 2022 SILK ‘N SOUND sings (See picture).
> Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022 Choral Sermon: The Seven Noels
Songs to Light the World
By Pepper Choplin
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES
➢ Dec. ??, 2022 Outdoor procession with animals, fire, cider, carol sing and
nativity service.
➢ Feb. 12 or 19 ??, 2023 Musical
➢ April or May, 2023— ?Cuatro Puntos?

Calling All Angels!
As part of the Sanctuary Beautification project, there are plans to
update the drapery behind the altar for a fresh new look! The size
of the drapery, the need for fire resistant material, and the labor
will total about $3000. To date, we have received gifts of
approximately $2100. If you can offer an “angel gift” in any amount
to help us cover the remainder of the cost, we would be so
thankful! If you would like to make a donation, please contact the
church office, place your donation in the offering plate, or use the
“Drapery Donation” option on the Online Giving tab at
www.firstchurchwallingford.org.
Thanks for considering this giving opportunity!
***If we are blessed with donations that exceed our needs, any amount
collected over the cost of the drapery will be contributed to the Christian
Education fund for programs.**

We’re Having Our
Christmas Fair!!
Saturday, December 3
and December 2 during the Stroll
Everyone invited to help with whatever you enjoy doing!

It’s going to be wonderful with our whole Church involved!
Enduring favorites mixed with new ideas and great excitement.
Help needed creating things, baking cookies, setting up and decorating before, day of for
booths and food service, clean up after.

It’s going to be so much fellowship and fun.
Lorraine Westervelt (203-257-6964) and (Jodi Bouza 203-443-0789)
are coordinating the event.

Let us know how you join in the fun of helping make this happen.

TOILETRY DRIVE
at

First Congregational Church
23 South Main Street, Wallingford
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2022
Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 am

TO BENEFIT MERIDEN-WALLINGFORD CHRYSALIS INC
Meriden-Wallingford Chrysalis (Chrysalis) provides crisis intervention, support services, self-sufficiency programs,
safety planning, court-based and systems advocacy to victims and survivors of domestic violence and their children through
community-based and housing programs. Services include a 60-day emergency SafeHouse, a 24-month transitional living
program and homelessness prevention advocacy and service linkages. Chrysalis provides prevention education and tailored
parent services to interrupt the cycle of violence.

This will be a drive through event. Please enter from South Main Street
at First Congregational Church.
Drive sponsored by the Board of Community and World Service.
Items needed include Antiperspirant/Deodorant, Chap Stick, Diapers (especially sizes 3 and
up), Hand Cream/Lotion, Nightgowns – Women & Children, Sanitary Napkins, Shaving
Cream, Shampoo/Conditioner, Slippers – Women & Children, Socks – Women & Children,
Tampons, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, and Umbrellas.
Small denomination Gift/Grocery/Gas Cards are very helpful!

As always, your donations are greatly appreciated!
Questions? Contact Lori Folk-Barron at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or 203-314-9885.

Sponsored by the Christian
Education Committee
First Congregational Church
Wallingford

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

WALLINGFORD
Saturday, October 1 from 11 am – 6 pm
and

Sunday, October 2 from 11 am – 5 pm.

We will be setting up a booth at the church
steps on both days and giving away popcorn
and information about our church.

We need your help to staff the booth beginning at 11 AM on both days.
Can you give an hour of your time to represent First Congregational?
Please sign up at worship on September 25th or call the church office to volunteer.

At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT,
we have discerned the following vision and mission
for our faith lives together:

Vision
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us.
We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those
teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity.

Mission
We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care,
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community
and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.
We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian
faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact
on the lives of people in our community and beyond.

The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Church telephone: (203) 265-1691
Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm
Email: firstchurchwlfd@snet.net (office)
Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org

First Congregational Church of
Wallingford
23 South Main St
Wallingford, CT 06492

The Spire is published
monthly except summer by
The First Congregational
Church of Wallingford, CT.
The deadline for the Spire
articles is the 15th of each
month, September through
June.
Email the church office at
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net.

