The First Congregational Church of Wallingford

November 2022

The Spire
At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT,
we have discerned the following vision and mission
for our faith lives together:

Vision
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us.
We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those
teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity.

Mission
We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care,
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community
and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.
We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian
faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact
on the lives of people in our community and beyond.

The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Church telephone: (203) 265-1691
Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm
Email: firstchurchwlfd@snet.net (office)
Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org

A Message from the Moderators

This month’s message from us is simple: There is to be a Special Meeting of the
congregation on Sunday, November 6th at 11:30 in Congregational Hall, and we fervently
ask each and every member of our church to attend. Our goal is to also offer a Zoom
option if your in-person attendance is not possible.
The subject of this Special Meeting is to discuss and vote on an offer from Attorney Jerry
Farrell, Jr. to lease the Meetinghouse for two years. At the end of the two years, if and
only if the congregation agreed, Mr. Farrell would like to purchase the building for
$530,000. If the congregation votes otherwise on the sale of the property, the lease
would be extended year to year, again, only if the congregation agreed.
During the proposed lease period, the church would retain use of the Barnes Room – the
basement area of the Meetinghouse. At present, Mr. Farrell has proposed an annual lease
payment of $36,000 (or $3,000 per month). He would pay for all utilities, any renovations
that have been reviewed and approved of by the church, and be responsible for overall
maintenance of the building.
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To date, the Board of Trustees voted to send the proposal to the Church Council, and, in a
joint meeting of the Trustees and the Church Council on October 17th, the Council
unanimously agreed to hold a Special Congregational Meeting on the subject. It is
important to note that these two affirmative votes were only related to holding the
Special Meeting. Because our Bylaws specifically state that only the congregation can
approve real estate transactions, neither body took a formal vote recommending
acceptance of Mr. Farrell’s offer. It is fair to say that both leadership bodies believe that
the proposal merits your review and consideration.
Well before November 6th, each member will receive as much information on the
proposal and any results of initial negotiations as possible. We will be providing copies of
Mr. Farrell’s proposal and accumulated information related to income, costs, and savings
associated with pursuing the lease, potential tax implications, and answers to questions
that have been raised to date by members of the Board of Trustees and Church Council.

We will also provide a way for the congregation to submit questions in advance of the
meeting so that church leadership is maximally prepared to respond to questions at the
Special Meeting.
We will be engaging Attorney Vincent Cervoni to provide a brief consultation prior to the
Special Meeting to review possible legal considerations of Mr. Farrell’s proposal. We will do
our best to convey pertinent information obtained from Atty. Cervoni prior to the Special
Meeting.
To be clear, this proposal has remained just that…a proposal. In anticipation of the
congregation’s questions, the leadership has been acquiring information that will help each
member understand the implications of a lease and feel confident in their vote. Should the
congregation agree in principle on November 6th to enter into a lease with Mr. Farrell, final
discussions/negotiations and legal consultation, with Atty. Cervoni as our legal
representative for lease generation, would then commence. Our reasons for waiting are
twofold: 1) we want to listen to all comments and suggestions from the congregation first,
and 2) we want to avoid the legal expense involved should the proposal not receive a
positive vote.
In conclusion, let us reiterate that your attendance is important. Your input is important.
And once more please note: the matter on the floor is whether or not to lease the
Meetinghouse for two years with no obligation to sell.
Steve and Lori

Ministry for the month of November

Rev. Eric Fjeldal is a retired United Methodist Pastor having served
43 years in the New York Annual Conference. Eric served the last
25 years of his ministry in Connecticut including 12 years as the Pastor
of the Yalesville United Methodist Church, serving from 1997-2019.
Rev. Fjeldal is still active serving on various United Methodist and
community Boards. He has a deep passion for social justice ministries
which empower those society calls "the lost, last and least."
He frequently preaches in area churches and is looking forward to preaching at First
Congregational in Wallingford. In his free time, Eric enjoys spending time with his
wife, Renee and his family, especially their two grandchildren.
Lillian Steinmayer is a first year Masters of Divinity student at Yale Divinity School.
She’s a part of Andover Newton, an embedded partner on the Quad at Yale that
focuses on congregational ministry. She may call Goshen, CT home, but she’s been
learning the benefits of living in a city since starting her degree in New Haven.
Before coming to New Haven, she earned a Bachelor’s in Biology from Bard College
at Simon’s Rock, and enjoys talking about botany and environmental science.
Between her studies she enjoys bouldering, playing board games with friends and
family, reading fiction, and working in libraries. We look forward to Lillian preaching
at our November 11th service.
Worship schedule coverage for the month of November is as follows:
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

6th: 8am & 10am: Lillian Steinmayer, Yale Divinity student
13th: 10am & Ashlar: Rev. Eric Fjeldal
20th: 8am & 10am: Rev. Eric Fjeldal
27th: 10am & Ashlar: Rev. Eric Fjeldal

A Message from the Flower Committee

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
All of the remaining 2022 Sundays have sponsors for altar flowers! The Flower Calendar for
2023 will be available in early December. Direct donations to the Flower Fund are always
appreciated to allow us to place flowers on the altar on those weeks when we do not have
sponsors, to help us decorate the sanctuary at the holidays, and to fund special “flower
events” as needed throughout the year.

Helping Hands

As many of you may or may not know, we have been providing meals to some members of our
church family, who through various circumstances, are receptive to having a meal delivered to
them.
If you know of someone in our church, who either on a short or long term basis, could benefit from
a delicious dinner, please let us know. Also, if you wish to have your name added to our list of
folks who have volunteered to make a meal, please let us know. We'd be happy to have you join
us!
Helping Hands is just one of many "behind the scenes" groups within our congregation that
provides comfort and support to our fellow brothers and sisters.
If there is a need or if you are willing to cook, please contact either Louise Zemina at 203-9882517 or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809.

T

THANKSGIVING SCAVENGER HUNT

The Youth Groups and Confirmation Class will be conducting their Annual Thanksgiving Scavenger
Hunt on Sunday, November 20 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Your generosity will make a difference for
families in our community. Thanksgiving Baskets will be distributed through the Department of
Children and Families social workers. Additional non-perishable foods and turkeys will be donated to
the Thanksgiving Community Dinner, Holiday for Giving, and Master’s Manna.

You can help in two ways:
1) You can set aside items that will be picked up on November 20th
2) You can participate as an adult driver!
==========================================================
YES, I want to help with this special youth group activity!! Fill out the information
below and put it in the collection plate or give it to Kayla Perkowski. Thank you!!
I will have items that can be picked up at my home on 11/20 (2 – 5 p.m.)
I can help with transportation for this activity.

Name _______________________________ Telephone # : _________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Items to collect
Turkey
Frozen Pie
Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes/Yams
Canned Fruit/ Veggies
Rice/ Instant Potatoes
Gravy/ Gravy Mix
Olives/ Pickles
After Dinner Mints

Candy
Beef Stew
Crackers
Cereal (Hot & Cold)
Fruit Juice
Stuffing Mix
Cranberry Sauce
Peanut Butter
Jelly/ Jam

Soup
Tuna Fish
Macaroni & Cheese
Pudding
Re-usable Grocery Bag
Baby Food*
*No Infant Formula
Please

“Let everything you do be done in love”

The Prayer Shawl ministry creates beautiful comforting shawls, lap robes, and blankets
for you to give to your loved ones in need. We also create the Baptismal blankets that are
given to each child baptized in our church.
Each shawl and blanket is blessed in our prayer circle. We are blessed with the opportunity
to share our love and concern for others through something tangible.
We meet the third Monday of most months. If you would like to join us, please let us know.
If you would like to makes shawls or baptismal blankets but can not come to meetings, let
us know that as well and we will provide patterns and support.
Please ask one of the deacons or Kathy Janis for a shawl. You may call or text Kathy Janis
at 203-376-1173 or kathrynmjanis@gmail.com with any questions or requests.

RUMMAGE SALE

Once again, I wish to express my sincere thank you to so many of you who helped to make
our fall rummage sale another success! It goes without saying that it takes time, donated
clothing along with household items, and many people to put a sale together.
Your tremendous response in all three areas was wonderful, and I am so appreciative for
your willingness to provide whatever part you played in making this happen! Thank you so
much!
Our total amount taken in for 3 days was $1,639.31 with more to come.
Just as a reminder, the spring rummage sale will be May 4, 5, and 6 of 2023. Keep us in
mind! Let’s keep this wonderful outreach to the community going!!
In Christian Love,
Bernie Annunziata

Our book for October is “The Magic Hour” by Kristen Hannah. The meeting
will be on Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 PM in the Guild Room.
The November book is “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig. Meeting is
Tuesday, November 29.
Copies are available in the church office. Please join us! We are a fun group
and we have lots of lively discussions.
Looking ahead to Christmas we have a special event planned. We are going
to read “Christmas on Jane Street” by Billy Romp and then gather after church
on December 11 for Christmas treats and Christmas chat.

A New Opportunity open to ALL from the Diaconate:
The Diaconate, along with support from prior members of the Stephen Ministry
team and our Moderators, is forming a Congregational Care/Support Team. The
Team will reach out to those individuals who would benefit from personal
visitation during times of confinement, loneliness, and life issues where a
listening ear could be of benefit.
If this is something that you might find yourself being called to do, please
contact your Senior Deacons (Holly Francke/Greg Whitehouse), Cliff Castellano,
or your Moderators. Informative training sessions will be scheduled in the
not too distant future.
If you are an individual interested in receiving a visitation, please contact the
church office.

God’s Community Thanksgiving Dinner
As many of you know, First Congregational Church has long offered its kitchen and
Congregational Hall as the space where Wallingford has held God’s Community Dinner on
Thanksgiving Day under the leadership of Bettina Cristini.
There are plans for the dinner to be held again this Thanksgiving, November 24, 2022. However,
Bettina and her husband, Gianni, will need to pass the baton of leadership onto other volunteers
after this year. At the same time that she is making other organizations in the community aware of
this need, Bettina has also requested that we help spread the word about the need for new
leadership.
Leadership of this community effort entails overseeing all aspects of the dinner, and Bettina is
strongly encouraging that two people consider sharing the role. She has a very loyal and capable
group of leaders of different subcommittees (e.g., for dining room; deliveries to homebound;
advertising and working all phone communication) to assist any new leaders.
As the leader or co-leader of this event, responsibilities would include:
*coordinating store donations
*coordinating community donations
*working with the Rotary Club for Financial Support
*following up with Church dates and display sign
*purchasing food and supplies
*overseeing the week of prepping and cooking
*making sure music and craft table are set up and manned
*on the day of the dinner…overseeing every aspect of the entire day’s activities and talking to
reporters.
If you or others you know may be inspired to continue this 40+ year community ministry as its
leadership, please reach out to Bettina Cristini at 203-376-1481 or bettinagrav@comcast.net.
Please also contact her if you wish to volunteer in any way for this year’s event.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC NEWS
Christmas is on its way. Some members of the choir will be traveling to New York City on the weekend of
November 26-28, 2022 to sing The Seven Noels by Pepper Choplin in Carnegie Hall with 200 other people and
orchestra. You be able to hear it on Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022 as listed below. We are very excited about this piece
and hope you will be too.

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. worship. This is a choral sermon Sunday BUT with a difference.
The title of the work is THE SEVEN NOELS—Songs to Light the World by Pepper Choplin.
I am coordinating with our acting Church School Superintendent Kayla Perkowski to have young children and
their families participate in bringing figurines and objects up to nativity creches from different countries. So
far, I have nativity scenes from South Africa and one from Cameroun in addition to the one we have at church.
If anyone has other ones, this is a great opportunity to display them and to introduce children to scenes from
various cultures. Please get in touch with Jeanette (860-803-8745) by Thanksgiving weekend if you have a
nativity scene to loan.
There are seven noels. We will also light a candle for each noel as the figurines and objects are brought up to
place in the creche.
The piece is based on The First Noel which most of you know. The congregation will join in singing many of
these carols with us. We will sing it as well as many other carols. There will also be instrumentalists accompany
the choral piece and the carols.
There is still time to join in singing The Seven Noels. We are rehearsing the piece every Wednesday from
7:00-7:45 p.m. and special rehearsal on November 12 from 9-10:00 a.m. for those who can’t make it on
Wednesdays. Instrumental rehearsal is on Friday, Dec. 9 from 6:30-9:30 a.m. and Sat. Dec. 10, 2022 from
9:30-11:30 a.m. Please contact Jeanette with if you are interested. (860-803-8745 text is good). I have CDs for
you to learn from.

Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022 10:00 a.m. worship service
Wait until you see this piece! It’s short. Don’t worry. It’s called “Mary, Joseph and the Baby” by Tammy
Waldrop. Have you ever wondered what the animals might have been thinking on the night Jesus was born?
Here is a Ring-a-Story about the birth through the eyes of a donkey and a sheep.
Believe me, it will be great fun!

Thursday, Dec. 22, 2022 7:00 p.m. Ashlar Village
Traditionally, this service is a Lessons and Carols at Ashlar Village. It is a celebratory service with the singing of
many Christmas Carols.

Sponsored by the Christian
Education Committee
First Congregational Church
Wallingford

2022 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA FORM
The Flower Committee is offering poinsettias for $10 per six-inch pot. Plants may be purchased in
memory or in honor of loved ones. The poinsettias will be dedicated on Sunday, December 18th. You
may purchase the plants to take home with you following the Christmas Eve services or to be donated
to the Christmas Community Dinner attendees.
Please complete this form and return it with payment to the church office (23 S. Main Street,
Wallingford 06492) or put it in the offering plate. Orders are due by December 4th.
Questions? Contact Lori Barron at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or 203-314-9885.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
The Flower Committee

֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎
Number of poinsettias ordered: ____________
Amount enclosed (@ $10 each): ____________
(Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church with “Poinsettias” in the memo line.)

I will pick up my plant(s) after the Christmas Eve Services__________
Please give my plants(s) to attendees of the Community Dinner _______
The wording in the bulletin should read:
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Your Name ________________________________________________________
Phone number ______________________________________________________

֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎

ORDER YOUR 2022 CHRISTMAS WREATHS NOW!
As part of the Sparkling Christmas Fair, the Flower Committee is selling Christmas wreaths to make your
holiday season more festive and to raise some funds for the church. The wreaths are available by preorder only.
Wreaths are $20, made of balsam fir, 22” in diameter, and adorned with a homemade bow. Bows are available
in a variety of patterns shown below. Wreaths will be available for pickup at the Fair on Friday evening,
December 2nd during the Holiday Stroll, and on Saturday, December 3rd from 9 AM – 3 PM. If needed,
special arrangements can be made for delivery; please include your address below.
To place an order, please fill out the form below and return it with payment to the church office
(23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 06492) or in the offering plate.
Questions, please call Lori at 203-314-9885 or email at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com.
ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd.

Christmas Wreath Order Form
Name

Phone Number:

•

I would like to order: _______ wreath(s) @ $20 each = $___________ Total
(Checks should be made payable to First Congregational Church with “Wreath order” in the memo line.)

•

Ribbon Preference:
_____ a – Red (no picture)

_____ g – Holly & Holly Berries

_____ b – Red With Glitter

_____ h – Blue & Silver Snowflakes

____ c - Gold

_____ i – Cardinals

_____ d - Red/White Stripe

_____ j – Snowmen

_____ e – Red/White Narrow Stripe
_____ f – Red/Green Plaid

Other ribbon styles will be available at the fair,
and you will be welcome to choose another style at
pick up, if desired.

Are you interested in becoming a member of First Congregational Church?
Do you know someone who is interested in becoming a member?
Then, we would love to hear from you!

Please call Maureen in the church office (203-265-1691) or email her at
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net to provide your contact information.

Preliminary plans are being made for New Member conversations with senior
leadership in November.

CHRISTMAS CARD CONNECTION
To begin the Celebration of the Birth of Jesus in October this year,
join in a short time contribution to our church by signing and addressing
cards to those who are not well, or are not able to attend church, or not
able to attend church as often as they would like.
We will be meeting in Congregational Hall from 9:30am to 11:30am on Wednesday,
November 2 and November 9.
Just bring your favorite pen. You will be supplied with cards, envelopes and
addresses around a table of convivial camaraderie.
If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Weekes at (203)233-7269

Call to a Special Congregational Meeting
November 6, 2022
To the members of The First Congregational Church of
Wallingford, Connecticut: Notice is hereby given of a Special
Congregational Meeting to be held Sunday, November 6,
2022 at 11:30 AM via hybrid meeting, both in person in
Congregational Hall and via Zoom meeting for the following
purpose:

1.

To review and act upon a proposed lease agreement for
the Meetinghouse between First Congregational Church
and Attorney Jerry Farrell, Jr.
Detailed information to be provided to the Congregation
for review in advance of the meeting.

Kathy Ollodart, Church Clerk

This Christmas season, the Board of Community and World Service
Will once again be sponsoring the annual Angel Tree to benefit The
Department of Children & Families. Our Angel Tree and specific gift
requests for children ranging in age from toddler to teenager will be
made available to the congregation in late November. Gifts will be
collected at church throughout early to mid-December. Please watch
for additional information as the holidays approach.
Please contact Karen Janus at 203-265-5882 or kjanus01@snet.net
with questions about this giving opportunity.

Join Us for a Hanging of the Greens Breakfast!
Saturday, November 26, 2022 at 9 AM
Christmas is a special time of year to celebrate family and the birth of Christ. With this in
mind, you are invited to join us as we prepare the sanctuary for the Advent season.
We will hang wreaths, put up the garland and decorate the Christmas tree after enjoying a
fellowship breakfast in Congregational Hall starting at 9 AM.
The breakfast is sponsored by Family Life, and a free will offering will be taken to offset the
costs of the breakfast.
Come home for Christmas!The
JoinFirst
us for Congregational
this morning of fellowship
with your church family!
Church

Wallingford,
Connecticut
We
look forward to
seeing you!

For office use:

JULY 2022 – JUNE 2023 Annual Pledge
Printed name ___________________ Signature____________________________ Date_____
Do you need offering envelopes?

Yes ____

# ________
EFT _____
Prepaid ___
Rec’d ____

No ____

FOR CHURCH SUPPORT
–

to fund the annual operating costs of our congregation.
$100
$ 75
$ 50
$ 20

weekly
weekly
weekly
weekly

totaling
totaling
totaling
totaling

$5,200 annually
$3,900 annually
$2,600 annually
$1,040 annually

other ______ weekly totaling
other ______ monthly totaling
other ______ annually

______ annually
______ annually

FOR MISSION SUPPORT
– to support mission outreach in the community and the world.
__________ weekly
__________ monthly
__________ annually

totaling
totaling

______ annually
______ annually

Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Option Yes ____ No____
If yes, determine your monthly deduction:
Annual CS + Annual MS = Annual Total
divide by 12 = Monthly Deduction
________
•
•
•

+ ________

= _________

/ 12

= ____________

If you are new to the EFT option, complete the form on the reverse.
If you are continuing the EFT option with the same bank account, simply sign above.
You do not need to complete the other side nor provide a voided check.

Please return this form to the office or bring it with you on Sunday.
*** If you would like to contact Bob Westervelt (Collector) electronically with your pledge information,
contact him at fccwcollector@gmail.com. ***
If there are changes to your contact information, please indicate them here:
Address_______________________________ Phone___________ E-Mail ______________

Open and Affirming
Open and Affirming (ONA) is the UCC’s designation for congregations which make
“a public covenant of welcome into their full life and ministry to persons of all
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.”
By adopting an ONA covenant, a congregation is demonstrating their commitment
to acknowledge we are all God’s children and should be treated with equal respect
and dignity.
There was overwhelming support from participants in our Jeremiah Project to
become an ONA church, and an ad hoc committee was formed to guide the process.
Committee members feel that in addition to the LGBTQ+ community, we should
include race, ethnicity, financial status, and both mental and physical disabilities
in our covenant.
The committee is planning educational events and other opportunities for you to learn
more about the ONA process and how you can help make our church welcoming and
inclusive for all. Watch for announcements on upcoming events.
If you are interested in participating in the ONA process please contact Kathy Filkins
at kathyfbooks@gmail.com.

“Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”
(Romans 15:7)

CALLING ALL ANGELS!
Thank you to all of the Angels who contributed to our call for donations
to fund the purchase of the beautiful new altar drapery for the sanctuary.

We have met and exceeded our goal of $3000!

As promised, the donations received in excess of the $3000 will be
contributed to the Christian Education fund for programming, and we are
happy to report that $250 will be contributed to CE.

With gratitude to all!
Church Council and Trustees

YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP FUND

**Donations will be collected after service or can be
dropped off at the office.**

First Congregational Church of
Wallingford
23 South Main St
Wallingford, CT 06492

The Spire is published
monthly except summer by
The First Congregational
Church of Wallingford, CT.
The deadline for the Spire
articles is the 15th of each
month, September through
June.
Email the church office at
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net.

