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Holy Week at First Church 
 

Palm Crosses, French Toast, and Fellowship 

An Annual Tradition 

April 9 – 9:00am – 11:00am in Congregational Hall 
Please join us for our all-church breakfast. There is no charge but free-will donations will be accepted. 

Learn how to make crosses with strips of palms.  

We usually make hundreds in just one hour! 
 

Following the palm cross making, join in the fun of an Easter Egg Hunt for grades 2 and younger. 

Children grade 3 and up (as well as any adults) are invited to experience The Bell Tower Tour.  

(Please be sure to wear sneakers if taking the tour!) 
 

Palm Sunday – April 10  
10:00am at 23 S. Main  

We will journey with Jesus into the final days of his ministry. 

Beloved annual traditions will be celebrated. Choir and Congregation will sing The Palms.  

The Via Dolorosa will be sung as the cross enters at the close of the service.  

These rituals transition us into Holy Week. (2:00pm at Ashlar Village) 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 14 – 7:00pm 
Join us for this special service of Tenebrae: A Service of Darkness. 

The Lord’s Supper will be shared as we take this time of quiet meditation 

and silent reflection upon the final experiences of Jesus.  
 

Good Friday – April 15 
The sanctuary will be open from 12:00pm – 1:00pm for quiet and prayer. 

 

Holy Saturday Worship – April 16 
And Easter Vigil at Ashlar Village in Auditorium A&B at 2:00pm. 

Based on the ancient liturgy: Fire, Word, Water, and The Lord’s Supper. 
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The Joy of Easter Sunday – April 17 
8:00am – Communion service 

10:00am – Easter Celebration Worship 

Join us for this uplifting service of music, prayer, and thanksgiving 

as we celebrate the resurrection and the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. 

An array of Easter flowers will brighten our sanctuary! 
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A Message from Pastor Kathy 
 
Holy Week and Easter Greetings to all! 
 

We have entered into the season of new birth and resurrection. We have come to the time when all around us 

the earth teaches us that new life springs forth. Green shoots push up from the soil. There is already signs of 

red and green buds developing on the trees. We awake in the morn to the sounds of the dawn chorus of birds 

singing across the valley. Tinges of warmth allow us to cast off our coats and head outside to breath in the air 

and take in the sights and sounds. Is it any wonder then, that this is the season in which we take the journey 

with Jesus from the torturous steps towards his death to the dawn of the resurrection morning…from the depths 

of sorrow to the heights of joy? We are provided with the perfect surroundings and landscape into which we fit 

this story at the center of our faith. How can we not be grateful? 
 

Gratitude in the midst of loss. Yes. It is true. Friends, I believe there is always something we can be grateful for 

even in the midst of the darkest of times. For Jesus, it was his mother, the women, and the friends that did not 

abandon him in his darkest hour. Many fled, or betrayed, or denied, but some were there at the foot of the cross. 

And even after that, they were there, removing his body and preparing spices for its burial anointing. Actions 

proving that love is often most profoundly expressed during the most difficult times and we will know it, if we 

are paying attention. Suddenly the simplest gesture of care in the midst of a hard time contributes to some 

assurance or relief rather than adding to the pain. It seems so simple. It is often so hard.  
 

The experiences of Holy Week and Easter contain within them the full range of what being church is all about. 

Sometimes it is about things that are challenging because it is made up of human beings, all with the potential 

for healing or brokenness. It is about community and relationships even when things get hard. It is about sharing 

a meal and gathering with others to offer care. It is about being a part of the greater society as a faith community 

that longs to teach and share with others about the ways of love and the life-changing differences that can be 

made. It is about acceptance and inclusion in all our diversities. It celebrates even when our skills or opinions or 

interests differ as we try to honor rather than antagonize one another. This is what church at its best can be 

with Jesus Christ as the one whose ways of life we follow, so that our lives can make a difference for ourselves 

and others. 
 

On any given day, if we can have a heart of gratitude, even in the midst of the mess of things, then there is 

hope. It is in this spirit that I pray that you will contemplate about the purpose and the possibilities for this 

church and its faithful presence in the world. What are the ministries that are important to you and how can we 

continue to work together to support, uplift, and live out the calling that God places upon our hearts? We surely 

cannot do it alone. We need one another.  
 

This season, give gratitude a try. Look around and notice what you are grateful for and notice how it is that you 

can show up and the church can show up in the world, ways that will have the most impact. And then, in a joyful 

and hope-filled spirit, let’s put our heads together about the way forward, anticipating God’s generosity!  
 

We aren’t called to raise Christ from the dead, but we are called to a spirit of gratitude for all that he does in our 

lives and called to mutual ministry in a spirit of enthusiasm as a response. Jesus is risen, indeed! 
 

Grace and Peace to you, and many blessings during this holy season,  

 

Pastor Kathy 
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATORS       (April, 2022) 
 

This month we celebrate Easter, the most joyous of all Christian holidays. In it, we find hope, we find 
renewal, and we find that our faith in Jesus’s teachings and His resurrection is a source of optimism 
for us individually and as a faith family. 
 
At the same time, we celebrate Spring, that most optimistic of seasons. The difficult weather is 
receding, allowing us to gather more often and in greater comfort. In this Spring of 2022, we can add 
optimism that the scourge of Covid-19 may also be receding. 
 
All in all, there is reason to look forward to the future with hope, expectation, and joy, and where 
better to celebrate all that we can be thankful for than at our church and with our church family. 
 
In last month’s Spire, our message was about the upcoming pledge season, where we commit to 
supporting the work of our church and the maintenance of our church buildings. This month, we 
speak of the generosity of time and talent that makes our faith family so special. Yes, we have a 
beautiful church building in the center of Wallingford, but it is the people that work within our 
buildings that are the First Congregational Church of Wallingford.  
 

Without this spirit of joining together to sustain our programs, to sustain each other, our buildings 
are just that: empty structures. So, we invite each and every one of you who read this message to 
join in the work of this church. There are boards and committees that organize the necessary tasks 
that must be done. There are special projects that arise during the year that need your unique 
talent. There are people waiting to support unique ministries that you may wish to pursue. 
 

There is a place within this church for every single member to exercise his or her talents. And 
believe us, if you participate, you will be rewarded in many ways: in the knowledge that you lent a 
hand, in the friendships that you will make or sustain, and even in the extra time spent within the 
comforting walls of your church buildings. 
 

We ask each and every member to think about the special talents you have and how you might 
share them. You do have them, and your church does need them. We promise you that the time and 
talent you devote to your church will be returned many times over. And, there will be much gratitude 
for all that you can offer.  
 

Steve and Lori 

Mission Trip 2022, Erie, PA 

 

I am SO excited to announce that we are officially going on Mission Trip again! 

 

We will be leaving Saturday, July 9th and coming back Saturday, July 16th. 

Total cost per person is $486.  ($175 due 4/15 and $175 due 5/15 and $136 due 6/15.)   

10 youth spots have been reserved. 4 spots have been taken and confirmed (TB, HB, CS 

and GW) and 6 spots are still open with several folks thinking about joining us. 

We can help if the cost is the only challenge holding you back! 

Contact Leslie Spiars at leslie36@snet.net with any questions. 

 

mailto:leslie36@snet.net


 

  

 
 

Can you lend a hand to help families dealing with 
medical issues or other challenges in these 
difficult times? If this question is speaking to 
YOU, you can help in one of two ways: 
 

Join our list of folks willing to cook a meal for 
them, 

 

Or 
Offer names of church members who could use 

our help. 
 

 We'd love to hear from you. The need is now! 
 

Thank you for volunteering to be a part of this 
home ministry! 

 

Questions or looking to help? 
 

Contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517 or 
louisezem@aol.com 

or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809 or 
berniceja0907@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have a project around the house that 

you need help with, consider having some 

of our church’s youths help out! 

 

Whether it’s a burned-out lightbulb or help 

cleaning up the sticks in your yard after the 

storm, we’re here to help! 

 

If you have a project or questions,  

 please contact Leslie Spiars  

at  

203-600-8043 

 

 

 

 

 
Our April meeting will be Tuesday, April 26 at 6:30 PM in the Guild Room. 

The book is  

“The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell”  

by Robert Dugoni. 

 

A copy is available in the office. Our May meeting will be Tuesday, May 24. The book  

  is “Fearless Fourteen” by Janet Evanovich. Please join us for our May meeting as  

  we will be choosing next year’s books! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES 

During Lent, you will have the opportunity to purchase flowers to decorate the Sanctuary for 

Easter.  Please complete the form below and put it in the collection plate or return it to the church 

office by April 10. Thank you for your continued support and generosity. - The Flower Committee 

                                                      

EASTER PLANT ORDERS 

Number of Daffodils:               

Number of Tulips:                

Number of Hyacinth Plants:              

                   x        $10 each 

                 Subtotal:               

Number of Lily Plants:              

                   x        $12 each 

                 Subtotal:              

  

                      Total:              

  

      I will pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services         Please donate my plants.  

  

In Honor Of:     __________________________________________________________ 

In Memory Of:  __________________________________________________________ 

  

Your name:    ___________________________________________________________    

Address:           __________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Telephone:  _____________________________________________________   

  



 

  

Vision & Mission Implementation Team Message 
 

Our Vision: 
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the foundation of our love for 
one another and service to the world around us. 
 
Our Mission:  
“We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, thereby empowering us to 
confront issues that impact our community and the world including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.”  
 
As part of our efforts to live out our Mission, form connections with other community groups, and 
expand our outreach, the Vision & Mission Implementation Team and the Board of Community and 
World Service are making plans for an Interfaith Community Food Drive to benefit Masters Manna. We 
will be reaching out to all houses of worship throughout Wallingford to seek their participation and 
partnership in this community wide food drive. The date is tentatively set for September 17, 2022. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact Lori Folk-Barron or Kathy Wallace. Please watch for more 
details over the coming months.   

Have any questions? Want to be a part of the Vision & Mission Implementation Team or help with 
certain projects? Contact the Vision & Mission Implementation Team at: fcc-wallingford-
implementation-team@googlegroups.com  

The Vision & Mission Implementation Team 
        

 

 

The Prayer Shawl ministry creates beautiful comforting shawls, lap robes, and blankets for you to give 

to your loved ones in need. We also create the Baptismal blankets that are given to each child baptized 

in our church.  

Each shawl and blanket is blessed in our prayer circle. We are blessed with the opportunity to share 

our love and concern for others through something tangible.  

Please ask one of the deacons, Rev. Kathy, or Kathy Janis for a shawl.  

You may call or text Kathy Janis at 203-376-1173 or kathrynmjanis@gmail.com with any questions or 

requests. 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 

Ashlar Village Worship Resumed Services! 
 
Pastor Kathy and the Board of Deacons are pleased to celebrate that worship services have returned 

at Ashlar Village. At this time, we will be gathering at 2:00pm on the second and fourth 

Sundays of each month in Auditorium A. Communion will be celebrated on the second 

Sunday.  

 

We are thrilled to be able to continue our relationship with all the folks at Ashlar and have been 

enjoying our time in worship together. If you have any questions or if you would like to help us with 

this ministry outreach as a volunteer, please see Pastor Kathy or our Senior Deacons, Holly Francke 

and Greg Whitehouse. 

 

Dates for Ashlar Sunday services in April: April 10 and April 24 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SINGERS NEEDED 

 

April 10, 2022 

Singers needed to sing “The Palms” 

Music will be provided. 

We will run through the piece at 9:40 am. 

 

April 17, 2022 

Come sing “Hallelujah” Chorus either from your seat or up front in the Chancel.  

Music will be provided. 



 

 

 

YES…IT’S TIME!!! 

IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR CLOSETS 
IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR DRAWERS 

IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR HEARTS FOR OTHERS 

 

 

 

Our Spring Rummage Sale is back on the calendar for Thursday through Saturday, 
MAY 5 -7th!  Hopefully throughout the pandemic you have had a chance to clean out 
some closets and basements.  If you set things aside, now is the time to donate them 
for our sale.  It is absolutely CRUCIAL that you DO NOT START TO DROP OFF YOUR 
ITEMS UNTIL MONDAY, APRIL 18TH…THE DAY AFTER EASTER.   

Storage space is extremely limited. 

 

       

 

                                     

                                                            

1. We accept gently used clothing, linens, shoes, coats, pocketbooks, and small 
household items.  PLEASE – NO FURNITURE CAN BE ACCEPTED. 
 

2. HOURS OF THE SALE:  Thursday, May 5 and Friday, May 6 - 4:00 – 700 pm; 
Saturday, May 7 – 9:00 am to noon 

 

3. Help is needed as follows: 
a.  Setting up tables on Sunday, May 1st in Congregational Hall at 11:30 a.m. 
b. Sorting donated items from Monday, May 2nd through Thursday, May 5th from 

9:00 a.m. to noon and then 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 
c. Working the sale floor whenever available those 3 days and hours. 
d. Breaking down the sale on Saturday, May 7th at noon. 
e. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK – great fellowship and camaraderie 

while working and helping others!  Let’s put a smile on all our faces!! 

If interested in donating your time, please call Bernie Annunziata at either 
            203-265-2587 (h) or 203-415-9809 (c).           THANK YOU!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are starting a new music group – Make a Joyful Noise. 

 

This group will be playing percussion instruments – cajon, drum, 

tambourine, etc. and is open to all in grades 1 to 12. 

 

We will be rehearsing 5/1 and 5/8.  On 5/15 we will play in church. 

 

Come and join this new exciting group! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Wallace at 203-265-7205 

or kbwallace@comcast.net or Jeanette Gross at 860-803-8745 or 

gross7jeanette1@gmail.com. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you on May 1st. 
 

mailto:kbwallace@comcast.net
mailto:gross7jeanette1@gmail.com


  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The First Congregational Church 

23 S. Main Street- Wallingford 
 

 

Community and World Services will be sponsoring the annual  
Easter Baskets for The Department of Children & Families. 

 

 

Please pick up a basket to fill. They will be in 
Congregational Hall starting this Sunday. We will  

be collecting the filled baskets or supplies to  
help fill the baskets on 

 

 

 Saturday, April 9 from 9-11am. 

 

This will be a drive through drop off event. Please keep the card 
attached to the basket. 

 

 

If you have any questions, Please contact Karen Janus at  
203-265-5882 or kjanus01@snet.net 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH CENSUS - 2022  

As you may know, we are continuing to gather info for the All Church Census in order to update 

our internal database and correct any errors that we may have. To date, we have received 63 

submissions. Thanks!  We ask that if you have not already completed a Census, that you either:  

1) Follow this link, https://fccw.tiny.us/census, to fill out our Google Form (preferred method.)  

2) Fill out one of the forms provided in the narthex and deliver it to the office.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please refer to the FAQ section in last month's Spire or visit 

our website.  

Thank you,  

Aren Alberico 

Digital Communications and Technology Manager 

fccwsocials@gmail.com  

 

 

 Scholarship News 

 

 Applications for FCC Scholarships are now open!  Students from FCC seeking to assistance to 

continue their studies beyond high school may apply online at 

https://bit.ly/FCCSCHOLARSHIP.  Please be sure to follow all application instructions, and have 

your application completed by Monday, May 23. 

Questions may be directed to fccwscholarshipcommittee@gmail.com.  Good luck! 

 

Spring Flower & Plant Sale Fundraiser 

 

 The Spring Flower & Plant Sale Fundraiser will kick off on Sunday, May 1st and continue 

throughout the month.  Simply stop in Beaumont Farms any time during the month of May, make 

any purchase of flowing or garden plants, and tell the cashier you’re with First Congregational 

Church – it’s that easy.  Go back again and again! 

Beaumont Farms will share a generous percentage of their proceeds with the FCC Scholarship 

Committee to help fund our educational scholarships -- but you have to remember to tell them 

you're from FCC.  Watch for flyers in the sanctuary near the end of April and another 

announcement in the May edition of The Spire. 

 

https://fccw.tiny.us/census
mailto:fccwsocials@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/FCCSCHOLARSHIP
mailto:fccwscholarshipcommittee@gmail.com


Troop 5  

  

BUILDING CHARACTER SINCE 1916  

  

                   The First Congregational Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Boy Scout Troop 5  

Scholarship Dinner 

 

We hope you can join us for a delicious roast beef dinner on 

Saturday, April 23! Dinner will be served in  

Congregational Hall at 5:30 PM.   

 

$20 for adults  

$10 for 13 and under 

Under 6 is free 

 

All proceeds are dedicated to our Troop 5 scholarship fund and allow 

us to offer scholarships to our graduating seniors who are planning to 

further their education. We greatly appreciate your support! 

 

To make reservations, please email:  

Scoutmaster Kevin Sheehy at ksheehy133@att.net  

or Assistant Scoutmaster Erica Haddad at ejhaddad5@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:ksheehy133@att.net
mailto:ejhaddad5@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY LIFE NEWS 

 

There will be a Family Life 

Board Meeting on 

Wednesday, April 20 at 7pm 

in the Meeting House. 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

 

  

 

Palm Cross Breakfast 

 

 
Saturday, April 9th 

9:00-11:00am in Congregational Hall 

Join us as we make Palm Crosses and enjoy a catered breakfast  

from Larry and Mike's Route 5 Kitchen  

(offering: french toast, scrambled eggs, home fries, and sausages).  

 

Who will make the smallest cross? Maybe it will be you! 

Easter Egg Hunt for grades 2 and younger. 

Bell tower tours offered for children, youth and adults:  

(must be 3rd grade or older and please wear sneakers!) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Spire is published 
monthly except summer by  
The First Congregational 
Church of Wallingford, CT. 
The deadline for the Spire 
articles is the 15th of each 
month, September through 
June.  
 
Email the church office at 
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net. 

First Congregational Church of 

Wallingford 

23 South Main St 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Pastor Kathy and the Staff 
at First Congregational Church 


