The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost at First Church Wallingford!
Sept 25, 2022 - 10:00am
The flowers on the altar are in memory of our beloved son, Nate, by Robin and
Dan Davies.
(+ Please rise in body or in spirit)

GATHER
Prelude

English Suite No.2 in A Minor BWV 807

piano

J.S.Bach / © Public Domain

Welcome Statement: Joys, Concerns, and Prayer Requests
Centering Music

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

piano

Trad. American Spiritual / arr. Mary McDonald /©2018 Lorenz Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved

Call to Worship
Ellie Hazelwood
Leader: God most high, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Come, we call on you to
move freely amongst us.
People: Come, dwell in our hearts Lord
Leader: Lord, Father God, help us to speak of your love, to freely share your word
with those around us.
People: Come, dwell in our hearts and make your living disciples. Amen!
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PRAISE
+Opening Hymn of Praise ♪NCH#305 Ye Servants of God
Call to Confession and Silent Reflection

Ellie Hazelwood

God, Father Almighty, you knew us before we were born and our names are scribed
in your heart. We are your children, borne of the flesh and subjected and influenced
by our surroundings. Help us to seek you God, to turn to you, to walk on the path
that you intended for us. God all powerful and ever present, forgive us.
Let us pause now for a moment of silent prayer and confession.
Unison Prayer of Confession
Steve Hazelwood
I invite you all to lift your voices as we share in our Unison Prayer of Confession:
Lord God, you are most high. We lift our voices to declare your healing power on
those that are afflicted by illness; for those that are struggling to see that You are
the way, the truth, and one true light; Guide us, Bless Us, open our hearts and our
eyes to you. Lord Jesus, we are all in need of your mercy and grace. As told
through the Psalmist: Do not remember the rebellious sins of my youth; remember
me in the light of your unfailing love; for the Lord is merciful and kind.
We cry out to you, Lord Jesus Christ: Give us the courage to lead a life that is
righteous, to follow your way; help us to reject those things that cause us and
others harm, fill us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be true living disciples; that
we may be like the Samaritan who offered kindness to a stranger; help to direct our
children and our grandchildren onto the right path, the path of God Most High, so
that when they are older, they will have a solid foundation built on Christian love.
Lord Jesus, we give you thanks and praise, for you are worthy of all praise. It is
through your stripes that we are saved; We thank you and praise you, all this we
pray is Jesus’ name. Amen.
Words of Assurance

Ellie Hazelwood

From John 20:21, “Jesus said, As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you”.
We are the current, the now-living disciples, and to every Christian is entrusted the
Word of the Lord; may we have the courage and the strength to speak, to shout,
the Word of the Living God to all that we meet and those who we pass. Thanks be
to God.
Anthem

On Eagle’s Wings

Chancel Choir

Michael Joncas / arr. Douglas E. Wagner /©2015 Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved

2

HEAR THESE WORDS
Scripture

Psalm 146

Steve Hazelwood

Intro: The Psalms were the hymnbook of the Old Testament and most were written
by King David of Israel. Psalm 146 celebrates the good news that in the face of
human frailty and mortality God remains trustworthy. God’s sovereignty from
creation to eternity is dedicated to assisting those in deepest need and direst
circumstances. Here now the words from Psalm 146:
1

Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, my soul.

2

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
human beings, who cannot save.

4

I will praise the LORD all my life;
3

Do not put your trust in princes in

When their spirit departs, they return to the

ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing.

5

Blessed are those whose

help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God. 6 He is the Maker of
heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— he remains faithful forever.
7

He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets prisoners free, 8 the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up
those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over
the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways
of the wicked.

10

The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD.
James 2:14-17 A reflection on Faith and Deeds
Steve Hazelwood
Intro: When James opens his letter, he challenges his readers to view trials as
opportunities to grow rather than obstacles to lament. He asserts that every trial we
overcome helps us mature as Christians. I invite you now to listen to the words
from James 2: 14-17
14

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has

no deeds? Can such faith save them?

3

15

Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.

16

If one of you

says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their
physical needs, what good is it?

17

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not

accompanied by action, is dead.

Sermon

Being a Christian in a Secular World

The Lord’s Prayer

Ellie Hazelwood
Steve Hazelwood

Please join us and lift your voices as we pray in unison:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Offerings:
Offertory Music

What Does the Lord Require of You?

Chancel Choir

Jim Strathdee / © Chalice Hymnal # 661

+Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Ellie Hazelwood
Thank you, Lord Jesus, that we may give to you what is rightly yours; it is through
your work that we are able to provide for the needs of the church community, our
church family and the community in which we live. Luke 16:13 tells us that no one
can serve two masters, for you will hate one and love the other; Lord let our love for
you outweigh our desire for earthly possessions so that we may give freely and
abundantly. Lord, bless this offering that was made from our hearts, in the spirit of
discipleship. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior Amen.
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Offering of Grace and the Peace of Christ
(Please verbally offer Grace and Peace of our Lord, and don’t forget to SMILE)

They’ll Know We Are Christians

Closing Hymn ♪Chalice Hymnal#494

Commission and Benediction
Ellie Hazelwood
Friends in Christ. Go in peace. May you have the courage to be a Christian solider, to
spread the Word of the Lord, our God and Savior, Jesus Christ, to everyone that you
meet. May others know that you are Christians by your deeds. In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen.
Congregational Response
Postlude

♪NCH#283

Spirit of the Living God

Rain Down

piano

Jaime Cortez /arr. Mark Hayes/©2012 Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved

♪

Our hymns are located in the black New Century Hymnal (NCH), and in the red
Pilgrim Hymnal (PH), as well as inserts in the bulletin.

 Thank you to our Liturgist today Steve Hazelwood!
 If you are interested in serving as our Liturgist, please see our Sr. Deacons!
Portions of the service have been reprinted by permission of The Pilgrim Press from the
Pilgrim Hymnal © 1958 and The New Century Hymnal ©1995.
All rights reserved. Printed under One License.net A-718386.
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Our Prayer List:

We continue prayers for:
Kimberly Eames-Burgett

Holly Arce (Daughter in law of Manuel Arce

(friend of Lori Folk-Barron)

and Deborah Sinon)

Denise Castellano

David Lick

Connie Ferrara (Sue Keogh’s mom)

Beverly Lastig

Robert Owens (John Bau’s stepfather)

Kimberly Kearney

Wendy Riddle Brod (Sandy Weekes sister)

Charmaine Craggs

Barbara Bennett

Pam Savenelli

George Churma

Hayden Steinhilper (U.S. Navy – USS

Cathy Kovi

Abraham Lincoln, South China Sea)

Kyle Denson (family friend of Kristen

Tom Jastermsky

Hinckley)

Gabe and Jude Heidenis (Bernie and Tony

Sandy McCume

Annunziata’s grandsons)

Betsy-Sue Eisenman

Jack Grotti

Hazel Rickes (Kristen Hinkley’s grandmother)

Bunny Drummond - Bellacicco, her brother,

Anne Stevens (Ken’s mother)

Jim Petry, and her mother, Jane Petry

Judy and Eric Rickes (Kristen Hinckley’s

We continue our prayers for the people of
Ukraine and for all who are impacted by
the recent invasion. As people of faith,
we ask wisdom for leaders, courage and
protection for those under attack, and an
end to all suffering. May God’s peace
somehow reign, and war be no more.

…...parents)
Janice Frye
Matthew Lopilato (Amanda Nesto’s cousin)
Christine Castellano (Cliff’s sister)
Sheila Burbank (Pastor Kathy’s mother)
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Prayer requests: Joys and Concerns

Prayer requests: Joys and Concerns

We encourage everyone to tell us how we
can pray for you and celebrate with you all
that God is doing in your life!

We encourage everyone to tell us how we
can pray for you and celebrate with you all
that God is doing in your life!

Please fill out the form, place it in the
collection basket or give it to an usher. You
could also take it home and return it to the
office. Let us know if you would like
someone to reach out to you directly.

Please fill out the form, place it in the
collection basket or give it to an usher. You
could also take it home and return it to the
office. Let us know if you would like
someone to reach out to you directly.

Name: _______________________

Name: _______________________

Email: ________________________

Email: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

Today I’m celebrating:

Today I’m celebrating:

Today I’m praying for:

Today I’m praying for:
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15th First Congregational Church Family Life
Golf Tournament

Sat., Oct 8, 2022
Tee off at 9:00am
Miner Hills Family Golf, 80 Miner Hills Drive, Middletown, CT

9 Hole Golf Tournament Scramble Format
Perfect for people of all ages and abilities
Sign up as a team or join up and make new friends.
Adult $25; Juniors $20
Includes: Green Fees, Awards, Picnic, fun, friends, and a great cause!
Profits to benefit the Breast Cancer Research & The Family Life Center Fund

Electric or pull cart rentals are available, but are an extra cost and the responsibility of the golfer.

Prizes:

High and low gross team
Closest to the Line

Closest to the Pin
Longest Drive for Men, Women, & Juniors

GOLFERS
Golfer 1: _______________________________Golfer 2: _______________________________
Golfer 3: ______________________________Golfer 4: _______________________________

HOLE SPONSOR ($20.00):
All proceeds from hole sponsorships will go to Support Breast Cancer Research
In Memory / Honor of ________________________ By: ______________________________
Checks should be payable to First Congregational Church - Wallingford
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Or sign up, sponsor or donate through the church website
Questions (203) 265-1691
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE

YES…IT’S TIME!!!
IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR CLOSETS
IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR DRAWERS
IT’S TIME TO OPEN UP YOUR HEARTS FOR OTHERS
Our Fall Rummage Sale is back on the calendar for Thursday, September 29th through Saturday,
October 1st.
Hopefully during the summer months you have had a chance to clean out some closets and
basements. If you set things aside, now is the time to donate them for our sale. It is absolutely
CRUCIAL that you DO NOT START TO DROP OFF YOUR ITEMS UNTIL SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11TH.
Storage space is extremely limited

1. We accept gently used clothing, linens, shoes, coats, pocketbooks, and small household
items. PLEASE – NO FURNITURE OR BOOKS CAN BE ACCEPTED.
2. HOURS OF THE SALE: Thursday, September 29th and Friday, September 30th 4:00 pm –
7:00 pm; Saturday, October 1st – 9:00 am to noon
3. Help is needed as follows:
a. Setting up tables after church service on Sunday, Sept 25th
b. Sorting donated items (every day) Monday through Thursday
9:00am-noon and also 1:00pm-3:00pm
c. Working the sale floor
d. Breaking down the sale starting at noon on Saturday Oct 1st
e. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK – great fellowship and camaraderie while working
and helping others! Let’s put a smile on all our faces!!
If interested in donating your time, please call Bernie Annunziata at either
203-265-2587 (h) or 203-415-9809 (c).
THANK YOU!!
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Calling All Angels!
As part of the Sanctuary Beautification project, there are plans to
update the drapery behind the altar for a fresh new look! The size
of the drapery, the need for fire resistant material, and the labor
will total about $3000. To date, we have received gifts of
approximately $2100. If you can offer an “angel gift” in any amount
to help us cover the remainder of the cost, we would be so
thankful! If you would like to make a donation, please contact the
church office, place your donation in the offering plate, or use the
“Drapery Donation” option on the Online Giving tab at
www.firstchurchwallingford.org.
Thanks for considering this giving opportunity!
***If we are blessed with donations that exceed our needs, any amount
collected over the cost of the drapery will be contributed to the Christian
Education fund for programs.**
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

WALLINGFORD
Saturday, October 1 from 11 am – 6 pm
and

Sunday, October 2 from 11 am – 5 pm.

We will be setting up a booth at the church
steps on both days and giving away popcorn
and information about our church.

We need your help to staff the booth beginning at 11 AM on both days.
Can you give an hour of your time to represent First Congregational?
Please sign up at worship on September 25th or call the church office to volunteer.
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At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT,
we have discerned the following vision and mission
for our faith lives together:

Vision
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us.
We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those
teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity.

Mission
We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care,
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community
and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.
We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian
faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive
impact on the lives of people in our community and beyond.

The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Church telephone: (203) 265-1691
Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm
Email: firstchurchwlfd@snet.net (office)
Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org
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