The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost at First Church Wallingford!
Nov 20, 2022 - 10:00am
The flowers on the altar are in honor/memory of our November birthday
moms, Marilyn Perkowski & Mille Shingler by Steve & Pam Perkowski. We
wish you a wonderful fall season.
(+ Please rise in body or in spirit)

GATHER
Prelude

Now Let Us Bless God

organ

Vincent Lubeck/ Public Domain

Welcome
Centering Music

All Good Gifts (from Godspell)

piano

Stephen Schwartz /©1971 The Herald Square Music Co. and New Cadenza Music Corp. (Hal Leonard Corp.

Calling to Worship

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the land!
People: Come into God's presence with singing.
Leader: Enter God's space with thanksgiving. Give thanks to God, bless God's name.
People: For the Lord is good; God's steadfast love endures forever.
God's faithfulness is to all generations.
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PRAISE
+Opening Hymn of Praise ♪NCH#423 “Great Is Your Faithfulness”

Invitation to Confession

Karen Blakeslee

Having come before God, let us confess those times and places we have been truly
reluctant to trust in the grace, hope and love God offers. Let us also remember that
failing to trust prevents us from living lives that reflect God's continual presence.
In silence and then collectively, let us reflect on how God's continual connection
frees us to connect with one another...…(silence is held…)
Unison Prayer of Confession

Karen Blakeslee

Gracious God, we gather before you this day remembering that we do not always
trust in you, knowing well the times and places we have struggled with trying to
remain faithful. We are grateful and thankful but do not always express this in the
way we live. Too often we hold back, hoard, deny, minimize and remain anxious
instead of trusting in you. We are reluctant to model faithfulness as we give in to
our fears.
In confessing this we seek more than forgiveness. We seek a greater awareness
and understanding of how you can inspire us to reach out, share and trust. We
seek the wisdom that allows us to remember that what you offer will truly sustain
us, if only we let it. We ask this all in Jesus' name. Amen
Words of Assurance

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Jesus, said, "Come unto me all who are tired and heavy-laden and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon me and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly of
heart. You will find rest for your labors for my burden is light.
Anthem Amen, Siakudumisa (Amen, We Praise Your Name, O God) Handbell Choir
S.C. Molefe /arr.Cathy Moklebust /©arr. 2017 Choristers Guild

Baptism: Saylor Grace Natalina – daughter of Nicholas and Alyssa Lecuyer
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LISTEN
Scripture

Matthew 6: 25-33

Karen Blakeslee

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable
than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[a]?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They
do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Response
Sermon

Make Me a Servant
“Always There”

Congregation
Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Litany of Thanksgiving
Leader:
Lord, You are my God… The poor and the helpless have fled to You, and
have been safe in times of trouble.
People:

“But now I come,” says the Lord. “Because the needy are
oppressed and the persecuted groan in pain. I will give them
the security they long for.”

Leader:

When the day comes…poor and humble people will once again find
happiness which the Lord, the One God, gives.

People:

The needy will not always be neglected; the hope of the poor
will not be crushed forever.

Leader:

“When my people in their need look for water, when their throats are dry
with thirst, then I, the Lord, will answer their prayer; I, the One God will
never abandon them.

People:

God provides for all my needs.
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Leader:

Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord! God rescues the oppressed from the
powers of evil.

People:

If in any towns in the land that the Lord your God is giving you
there is someone in need, then do not be selfish and refuse to
help. Instead, be generous and lend as much as is needed.

Leader:

“When you harvest your fields, do not cut the grain at the edges of the
fields, and do not go back to cut the heads of grain that were missed or
to pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for poor people and
foreigners. I am the Lord your God.”

People:

Every third year, give the tithe – a tenth of your crops – to the
stranger, the orphan, and the widow, so that everyone will have
all they need.

Leader:

Listen to this, you that trample on the needy and try to destroy the poor
of the country.

People:

Let justice flow like a river, and righteousness like a mighty
stream.

Leader:

This is the fast that I desire: To unlock the fetters of wickedness, and to
untie the cords of the yoke, to share your bread with the hungry, and to
take the wretched poor into your home. When you see the naked, offer
clothing, and do not ignore your own kin.

People:

Then your light shall burst through like the dawn, and your
heling spring up quickly; Your Vindicator shall march before
you, the presence of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then
when you cry, the Lord will say, “Here I am.”

Leader:

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; God has sent me as a herald of you to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

People:

To comfort all who mourn.
To give a garland instead of ashes,
The oil of gladness instead of mourning,
The mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

Leader:

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
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People:

They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots
by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves
shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

Leader:

When a stranger resides with you in your land you shall not harm them.

People:

The stranger who resides among you shall be to you as one of
your citizens. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Leader:

Do not forget to do good and to help one another, because these are the
sacrifices that please God.

ALL:

May the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts and
the works of our hands be pleasing to You, Eternal God, our
Rock and our Redeemer.

Congregational Hymn

♪Chalice #717

“Let All Things Now Living” vs.1

RESPOND and SHARE
Congregational Prayer

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Offerings:
Offertory Music

Look at The World

Chancel Choir

John Rutter /©1996 Oxford University Press

+Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Prayer of Dedication

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

The Passing of the Peace of Christ (from a distance!)
RETURN
Closing Hymn

“Set Forth By God’s Blessing”

♪NCH #76

Commission and Benediction
Congregational Response

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

The Trees of the Field

Congregation & Choir

Stuart Dauermann. Text Steffi Geiser Rubin/©1975 Lillenas Publishing Co.

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace;
The mountains and the hills will break forth before you;
There'll be shouts of joy,
And all the trees of the field will clap, will clap their hands.
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands (clap, clap)
The trees of the field will clap their hands; (clap, clap)
The trees of the field will clap their hands (clap, clap)
While you go out with joy.

Postlude

Now Thank We All Our God, Op. 65 Nr. 59

organ

Sigfrid Karg-Elert /Public Domain

♪

Our hymns are located in the black New Century Hymnal (NCH), and in the red
Pilgrim Hymnal (PH), as well as inserts in the bulletin.

 Thank you to our Liturgist today Karen Blakeslee!
 If you are interested in serving as our Liturgist, please see our Sr. Deacons!
Portions of the service have been reprinted by permission of The Pilgrim Press from the
Pilgrim Hymnal © 1958 and The New Century Hymnal ©1995.
All rights reserved. Printed under One License.net A-718386.

6

Our Prayer List:

We continue prayers for:
Tim Keogh
Ann Hebert (Lori Fast-Minkema’s friend)

Kimberly Kearney

Ashley Sibley (Bernie and Tony

Charmaine Craggs
Pam Savenelli

Annunziata’s Great Niece)

Hayden Steinhilper (U.S. Navy – USS

Kimberly Eames-Burgett

Abraham Lincoln, South China Sea)

(friend of Lori Folk-Barron)
Denise Castellano

Tom Jastermsky

Connie Ferrara (Sue Keogh’s mom)

Gabe and Jude Heidenis (Bernie and Tony
Annunziata’s grandsons)

Robert Owens (John Bau’s stepfather)
Wendy Riddle Brod (Sandy Weekes sister)

Jack Grotti

Barbara Bennett

Bunny Drummond - Bellacicco, her brother,

George Churma

Jim Petry, and her mother, Jane Petry

Cathy Kovi

Matthew Lopilato (Amanda Nesto’s cousin)

Kyle Denson (family friend of Kristen

Christine Castellano (Cliff’s sister)

Hinckley)

Holly Arce (Daughter in law of Manuel Arce

Sandy McCume

and Deborah Sinon)

Betsy-Sue Eisenman
Hazel Rickes (Kristen Hinkley’s grandmother)

We continue our prayers for the people of
Ukraine and for all who are impacted by
the recent invasion. As people of faith,
we ask wisdom for leaders, courage and
protection for those under attack, and an
end to all suffering. May God’s peace
somehow reign, and war be no more.

Anne Stevens (Ken’s mother)
Judy and Eric Rickes (Kristen Hinckley’s
…...parents)
Janice Frye
David Lick
Beverly Lastig
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2022 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA FORM
The Flower Committee is offering poinsettias for $10 per six-inch pot. Plants may be purchased in
memory or in honor of loved ones. The poinsettias will be dedicated on Sunday, December 18th. You
may purchase the plants to take home with you following the Christmas Eve services or to be
donated to the Christmas Community Dinner attendees.
Please complete this form and return it with payment to the church office (23 S. Main Street,
Wallingford 06492) or put it in the offering plate. Orders are due by December 4th.
Questions? Contact Lori Barron at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or 203-314-9885.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
The Flower Committee

֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎
Number of poinsettias ordered: ____________
Amount enclosed (@ $10 each): ____________
(Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church with “Poinsettias” in the memo line.)

I will pick up my plant(s) after the Christmas Eve Services__________
Please give my plants(s) to attendees of the Community Dinner _______
The wording in the bulletin should read:
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Your Name ________________________________________________________
Phone number ______________________________________________________

֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎
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ORDER YOUR 2022 CHRISTMAS WREATHS NOW!
As part of the Sparkling Christmas Fair, the Flower Committee is selling Christmas wreaths to make your
holiday season more festive and to raise some funds for the church. The wreaths are available by preorder only.
Wreaths are $20, made of balsam fir, 22” in diameter, and adorned with a homemade bow. Bows are available
in a variety of patterns shown below. Wreaths will be available for pickup at the Fair on Friday evening,
December 2nd during the Holiday Stroll, and on Saturday, December 3rd from 9 AM – 3 PM. If needed,
special arrangements can be made for delivery; please include your address below.
To place an order, please fill out the form below and return it with payment to the church office
(23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 06492) or in the offering plate.
Questions, please call Lori at 203-314-9885 or email at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com.
ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd.

Christmas Wreath Order Form
Name

•

Phone Number:

I would like to order: _______ wreath(s) @ $20 each = $___________ Total
(Checks should be made payable to First Congregational Church with “Wreath order” in the memo

line.)
•

Ribbon Preference:
_____ a – Red (no picture)

_____ g – Holly & Holly Berries

_____ b – Red With Glitter

_____ h – Blue & Silver Snowflakes

____ c - Gold

_____ i – Cardinals

_____ d - Red/White Stripe

_____ j – Snowmen

_____ e – Red/White Narrow Stripe
Other ribbon styles will be available at the
fair, and you will be welcome to choose
another style at pick up, if desired.

_____ f – Red/Green Plaid
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THANKSGIVING SCAVENGER HUNT
The Youth Groups and Confirmation Class will be conducting their Annual Thanksgiving
Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, November 20 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Your generosity will make a
difference for families in our community. Thanksgiving Baskets will be distributed through the
Department of Children and Families social workers. Additional non-perishable foods and turkeys
will be donated to the Thanksgiving Community Dinner, Holiday for Giving, and Master’s Manna.

You can help in two ways:
1) You can set aside items that will be picked up on November 20th
2) You can participate as an adult driver!
==========================================================
YES, I want to help with this special youth group activity!! Fill out the information
below and put it in the collection plate or give it to Kayla Perkowski. Thank you!!
I will have items that can be picked up at my home on 11/20 (2 – 5 p.m.)
I can help with transportation for this activity.

Name _______________________________ Telephone # : _________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Items to collect
Turkey
Frozen Pie
Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes/Yams
Canned Fruit/ Veggies
Rice/ Instant Potatoes
Gravy/ Gravy Mix
Olives/ Pickles
After Dinner Mints

Candy
Beef Stew
Crackers
Cereal (Hot & Cold)
Fruit Juice
Stuffing Mix
Cranberry Sauce
Peanut Butter
Jelly/ Jam

Soup
Tuna Fish
Macaroni & Cheese
Pudding
Re-usable Grocery Bag
Baby Food*
*No Infant Formula
Please

“Let everything you do be done in love”
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Join Us for a Hanging of the Greens Breakfast!
Saturday, November 26, 2022 at 9 AM

Christmas is a special time of year to celebrate family and the birth of Christ. With this in
mind, you are invited to join us as we prepare the sanctuary for the Advent season.
We will hang wreaths, put up the garland and decorate the Christmas tree after enjoying a
fellowship breakfast in Congregational Hall starting at 9 AM.
The breakfast is sponsored by Family Life, and a free will offering will be taken to offset the
costs of the breakfast.
Come home for Christmas! Join us for this morning of fellowship with your church family!

We look forward to seeing you!
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&
Dates to Remember

November 20, 2022, after church, Christmas Fair Donation drop off (Gift baskets, Books, Silent
Auction donations)
November 20, 2022, 2-5PM Thanksgiving Scavenger Hunt to benefit DCF Families
November 23, 2022 Christmas Wreath Orders due
November 26, 2022, 9 am Hanging of the Greens Breakfast, Decorating the Sanctuary and
Christmas Tree
November 26 & 27 Christmas Fair Set Up
November 27, 2022 Angel Tree Christmas Gift Requests available
November 29, 2022, 6:30 PM, Book Club Meeting "The Midnight Library"

December 2, 2022, 4-9 PM Christmas Fair during Holiday Stroll
December 3, 2022, 9AM - 3PM Sparkling Christmas Fair
December 4, 2022, Christmas Poinsettia Orders Due
December 11, 2022 at 10 AM Choral Sermon "The Seven Noels"
December 11, 2022 at 11:30AM Book Club “Christmas on Jane Street” by Billy Romp
December 12, 2022 Gift Card Orders Due to benefit Youth Group Mission Trip Fund
December 17, 9 am - 11 am. Angel Tree Gift Drive Thru Drop off
December 18, 2022 at 10 AM Handbell Choir presenting "Mary, Joseph, and the Baby"
December 22, 2022 Lessons and Carols Service at Ashlar Village
December 24 & 25 Worship Service – Stay tuned for more information on the Worship Services
Did we forget something? Maybe an important date? Please call the church office to let us know.
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HELPERS ARE
NEEDED

Monday, November 21st
and
Tuesday, November 22nd
Your help is greatly needed to get things ready
for the Thanksgiving Community Dinner.
If you can help, please call Kathy Wallace at
(203) 745-9842
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The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost at First Church Wallingford!
Nov 20, 2022 - 8:00am
The flowers on the altar are in honor/memory of our November birthday
moms, Marilyn Perkowski & Mille Shingler by Steve & Pam Perkowski. We
wish you a wonderful fall season.

GATHER
Prelude
Welcome and Prayer
Calling to Worship

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the land!
People: Come into God's presence with singing.
Leader: Enter God's space with thanksgiving. Give thanks to God, bless God's name.
People: For the Lord is good; God's steadfast love endures forever.
God's faithfulness is to all generations.
Invitation to Confession

Karen Blakeslee

Having come before God, let us confess those times and places we have been truly
reluctant to trust in the grace, hope and love God offers. Let us also remember that
failing to trust prevents us from living lives that reflect God's continual presence.
In silence and then collectively, let us reflect on how God's continual connection
frees us to connect with one another. …(silence is held…)
Words of Assurance

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Jesus, said, "Come unto me all who are tired and heavy-laden and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon me and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly of heart. You
will find rest for your labors for my burden is light.
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LISTEN
Scripture

Matthew 6: 25-33

Karen Blakeslee

“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable
than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[a]?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do
not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed
like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.

Sermon

“Always There”

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Litany of Thanksgiving
Leader:
Lord, You are my God… The poor and the helpless have fled to You, and
have been safe in times of trouble.
People:

“But now I come,” says the Lord. “Because the needy are
oppressed and the persecuted groan in pain. I will give them the
security they long for.”

Leader:

When the day comes…poor and humble people will once again find
happiness which the Lord, the One God, gives.

People:

The needy will not always be neglected; the hope of the poor will
not be crushed forever.

Leader:

“When my people in their need look for water, when their throats are dry
with thirst, then I, the Lord, will answer their prayer; I, the One God will
never abandon them.

People:

God provides for all my needs.

Leader:

Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord! God rescues the oppressed from the
powers of evil.
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People:

If in any towns in the land that the Lord your God is giving you
there is someone in need, then do not be selfish and refuse to
help. Instead, be generous and lend as much as is needed.

Leader:

“When you harvest your fields, do not cut the grain at the edges of the
fields, and do not go back to cut the heads of grain that were missed or to
pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for poor people and
foreigners. I am the Lord your God.”

People:

Every third year, give the tithe – a tenth of your crops – to the
stranger, the orphan, and the widow, so that everyone will have
all they need.

Leader:

Listen to this, you that trample on the needy and try to destroy the poor of
the country.

People:

Let justice flow like a river, and righteousness like a mighty
stream.

Leader:

This is the fast that I desire: To unlock the fetters of wickedness, and to
untie the cords of the yoke, to share your bread with the hungry, and to
take the wretched poor into your home. When you see the naked, offer
clothing, and do not ignore your own kin.

People:

Then your light shall burst through like the dawn, and your heling
spring up quickly; Your Vindicator shall march before you, the
presence of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then when you cry,
the Lord will say, “Here I am.”

Leader:

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;
God has sent me as a herald of you to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

People:

To comfort all who mourn.
To give a garland instead of ashes,
The oil of gladness instead of mourning,
The mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

Leader:

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.

People:

They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by
the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall
stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does
not cease to bear fruit.
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Leader:

When a stranger resides with you in your land you shall not harm them.

People:

The stranger who resides among you shall be to you as one of
your citizens. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Leader:

Do not forget to do good and to help one another, because these are the
sacrifices that please God.

ALL:

May the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts and
the works of our hands be pleasing to You, Eternal God, our Rock
and our Redeemer.

Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

COMMUNE
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Prayer of Consecration
Sharing of the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

The Passing of the Peace of Christ (from a distance!)
RETURN
Commission and Benediction

Rev. Eric Fjeldal

Please join us for our next 8:00am service on Dec 4th.
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At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT,
we have discerned the following vision and mission
for our faith lives together:

Vision
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us.
We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those
teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity.

Mission
We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care,
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community
and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.
We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian
faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact
on the lives of people in our community and beyond.

The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492
Church telephone: (203) 265-1691
Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm
Email: firstchurchwlfd@snet.net (office)
Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org
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